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Who is a CSoC Candidate? 

• Between 0 - 21 years old (up to 22nd B’day) 
 

• DSM Axis I diagnosis,  or exhibiting behaviors 
indicating a diagnosis may exist 
 

• Meets clinical eligibility on the CANS 
Comprehensive assessment &  Independent 
Behavioral Health Assessment 

 
• Identified family or adult resource that is or will 

be responsible for the care of the child/youth 
who is willing to engage in wraparound  
 

• Currently in an out of home placement (OOH), or 
at imminent risk of OOH placement 
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Referrals by   

Agency/Entity 



• Has the child ever 
• talked about or actually tried to hurt him/herself or acted in 

a way that might be dangerous to him/her such as reckless 

behaviors like riding on top of cars, running away from 

home or promiscuity?  

 

• been a danger to others, such as threatening to kill or 

seriously injure another person, fighting to the point of 

serious injury, been accused of being sexually aggressive, 

or engaging in fire setting?  

 

• deliberately or purposefully behaved in a way that has 

gotten him/her in trouble with the authorities such as 

breaking rules at school or laws in your community? 

 

• One affirmative response, transfer to clinical care 

manager.  

Screening Questions  



Considerations for Dec 2015  

• Screening/Referral Information 
 

• Warm transfer to Contractor 
• Establish policy & procedure 
 

• Transfer of information 
 

• Results from 3 question screening/referral info  

• ? (standardized)   

• Result of Brief CANS 

• Positive: 

• Resulting referrals & auths 

• Results of Comprehensive CANS & IBHA 

• Enrollment  

• Existing auths for BH & PCP Care services  

• Negative 

• Transfer back to MCO 

• MCO Care Management decision 

MCO Contractor 



• Brief CANS is clinical conversation  

 

• Four Domains 

• Risk (to Self or Others) 

• Functioning (Family and Community)  

• Clinical (Emotional/Behavioral Functioning) 

• Caregiver  

 

• If screened positive, presumptive eligibility is 

established for 30 days 

 

Brief CANS  



CANS Screening 

Criteria Reference 

Domain I 



CANS Screening 

Criteria Reference 

Domains II-IV 

 



• If child is already Medicaid enrolled 

•Medicaid confirmation 

 

• If child is not already Medicaid enrolled 

•Medicaid application 

•Medicaid determination 

 

 

 

 

Medicaid Enrollment/Funding 

Stream Eligibility 



•Referred to Wraparound Agency, Family 

Support Organization, Independent 

Assessor 

 

•30 day initial authorization is built for  

specialized CSoC services and state plan 

services needed immediately 

 

 

Presumptive Eligibility 



•Signed acknowledgement of acceptance 

of behavioral health services in the home 

and community instead of in an institution 

or hospital setting 

•Release of information is also obtained 

 

•Must be signed within 10 business days of 

CSoC referral to wraparound agency 

 

Freedom Of Choice 



Child and Adolescent Needs and Strengths (CANS)  
 

• 5 Domains  

  

 

 

 
 

• Confirms clinical eligibility 

 

• Supports the development of the individualized 

plan of care 

 

Comprehensive CANS 

• risk behaviors 
• general symptomology  
• developmental 

functioning  

• personal/interpersonal 
functioning 

• family functioning  



• Face to face psychosocial assessment of youth’s 

psychiatric and behavioral health history. That 

includes: 

• Mental status exam  

• Diagnosis  

• Treatment recommendations 
 

• Completed by CANS certified LMHP 
 

• Assessor may not be a direct service provider to the 

CSoC enrollee 
 

• CSoC Eligibility confirmed LA CANSs  Algorithm 

applied by Independent Review Team 

 

Independent Behavioral Health 

Assessment 



• Magellan submits BHSF 142-BH to LA 

Medicaid 

• LA Medicaid adds segment 

 

• Magellan resubmits 142-BH  

• At each 180 day reassessment with 

Comprehensive CANS 

• With each transition from one waiver to 

another 

• With youth transfer to a different region 

• Upon discharge from CSoC  

 

CSoC Waiver Enrollment 



Dec 1, 2017 

• Screening 

• Brief CANS 

• Initial Authorizations 

• Initial Referrals 

• Clinical Eligibility Determination 

• Authorizations  

 

 



Janice Petersen, Ph.D 

Deputy Assistant Secretary  

Adult, Child and Family Operations 
Janice.Petersen@la.gov 

OBH Contacts 

Visit us on the web at CSoC.la.gov 

Connie Goodson, LMSW 

Program Manager 

Coordinated System of Care 
Connie.Goodson@la.gov 

 

Karen Stubbs, J.D. 

Deputy Assistant Secretary  

Division of Health Plan Management 
Karen.Stubbs@la.gov 

Cindy Rives 

Deputy Assistant Secretary  

Division of Administration 

Cindy.Rives@la.gov 
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