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GOVERNOR SECREETARY
State of Louisiana
Louisiana Department of Health
Office of the Secretary
To: The Honorable John Bel Edwards, Governor, State of Louisiana (Via Email)

The Honorable Jeff Landry, Attorney General, Louisiana Department of
Justice (apa.submission@ag.louisiana.gov)

The Honorable Patrick Page Cortez, President, Louisiana Senate
(apa.senatepresident@legis.la.gov)

The Honorable Clay Schexnayder, Speaker, Louisiana House of
Representatives (apa.housespeaker@legis.la.gov)

Catherine Brindley, Editor, Louisiana Register (reg.submission @la.gov)
Senate Health and Welfare Committee (apa.s-h&w@legis.la.gov)

House Health and Welfare Committee (apa.h-hw@Ilegis.la.gov)

From: Dr. Courtney N. Phillips, Secretary, LDH
Date:  August 1, 2022
Re: Justification of Promulgation of Emergency Rule

Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment Health Services
EarlySteps Reimbursement Rate Increase (LAC 50:XV.7107)

MEMORANDUM

In accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act (La. R.S. 45:950 et seq.) as
amended, the Louisiana Department of Health is submitting the following emergency rule that
amends Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment Health Services EarlySteps
Reimbursement Rate Increase (LAC 50:XV.7107).

Should you have any questions or require additional information regarding this matter,
please do not hesitate to contact Brenda Sharp, at brenda.sharp@la.gov, and Carol Lee at
carol.lee@la.cov.

Attachments: Emergency Rule — Early and Pericdic Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment Health
Services EarlySteps Reimbursement Rate Increase (LAC 50:XV.7107)

Cc: Tara A. LeBlanc, LDH Medicaid Director
Veronica Dent, LDH Medicaid Manager
Bethany Blackson, LDH Legislative Liaison
Catherine Brindley, Louisiana Register Editor, Office of the State Register
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DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Health
Bureau of Health Services Financing
and
Office for Citizens with Developmental Disabilities

Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment
Health Services
EarlySteps Reimbursement Rate Increase
(LAC 50:XV.7107)

The Department of Health, Bureau of Health Services
Financing and the Office for Citizens with Developmental
Disabilities amend LAC 50:XV.7101 in the Medical Assistance
Program as authorized by R.S. 36:254 and pursuant to Title XIX
of the Social Security Act. This Emergency Rule is promulgated
in accordance with the provisions of the Administrative
Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953.1, and shall be in effect for the
maximum period allowed under the Act or until adoption of the
final Rule, whichever occurs first.

Act 199 of the 2022 Regular Session of the Louisiana
Legislature appropriated funds to the Department of Health to
increase reimbursement rates paid for certain services rendered
to infants and toddlers in the EarlySteps Program within the
Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment (EPSDT)
Program. In compliance with Act 199, the Department of Health,
Bureau of Health Services Financing and the Office for Citizens

with Developmental Disabilities amend the provisions governing



EPSDT EarlySteps services in order to increase reimbursement for
certain services.

This action is being taken to promote the health and
welfare of Medicaid beneficiaries by ensuing continued provider
participation in the Medicaid Program. It is anticipated that
implementation of this Emergency Rule will increase expenditures
in the Medicaid Program by approximately $6,325,652 for state
fiscal year 2022-2023.

Effective July 31, 2022, the Department of Health, Bureau
of Health Services Financing the Office for Citizens with
Developmental Disabilities amend the provisions governing EPSDT
EarlySteps services in order to increase reimbursement for
certain services.

Title 50
PUBLIC HEALTH-MEDICAI, ASSISTANCE

Part XV. Services for Special Populations
Subpart 5. Early and Periocdic Screening, Diagnosis, and

Treatment
Chapter 71. Health Services
§7107. EarlySteps Reimbursement

A.

Effective for hearth sepeices remdered to—tntanra—and foddeers

with aix

pisced-chasges—dates of service on or Foperecentof the =ate{n
Z5—pereent—reduetient—ineffeeton—after January 21, 28852011,

the reimbursement for certain Medicaid-covered health services
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0of the rate in effect on December 31, 2010.

1. The following services rendered in the natural

environment shall be reimbursed at the reduced rate:

a. audiology services;
b. speech pathology services;
ot occupatiocnal therapy;

d. physical therapy; and

e. psychological services.

2. Services rendered in special purpose

facilities/inclusive child care and center-based special purpose

facilities shall be excluded from this rate reduction.

B. Earlybtepas—{Part ot IBEL——FEffective for dates of
service on or after September—3,—2068July 1, 2022, the

reimbursement for eersain Medicaid covered health services

rendered in a—hatorad enviresment o itnfornts and teoddleras—wish

digabiiities—wheo—are—to—te—3 years—eld-the EarlySteps Program

{Part C of IDEA}) shall be increased by 25-30 percent of the rate

in effect on Awgust—31—268&8Janvary 1, 2011.
1. Feor—purposes—of these provisions—a aaturat
efrvrrepfent may—include s eabidadl s Romeo+r—The increased rate

shall be applied to services provided in the following settings
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a. natural environment that includes a child’s

home and settings in the community where children of the same

age with no disabilities or special needs participate;

b. special purpose facility/inclusive child

care that includes settings such as a child care center, nursery

schools, or preschools where at least 50 percent of the children

have no disabilities or developmental delays, and

c.  center-based special purpose facility that

is a facility where only children with disabilities or

developmental delays are served.

2% The following services rendered—ina natural

emvirenmerE—shall be reimbursed at the increased rate:

a. eccupational—therapyaudiology services;

b. physieat—therapyspeech language pathology
services;

o) specechJtanrguagepatholegy

seryicesoccupational therapy:

d. audioteogy—servieesphysical therapy; and

e. psychological services.
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Repealed.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
36:254 and Title XIX of the Social Security Act.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health
and Hospitals, Office of the Secretary, Bureau of Health
Services Financing, LR 30:800 (April 2004), amended LR 31:2030
(August 2005), LR 35:69 (January 2009), amended by the
Department of Health and Hospitals, Bureau of Health Services
Financing, LR 37:1599 (June 2011), amended by the Department of
Health, Bureau of Health Services Financing and the Office for

Citizens with Developmental Disabilities, LR 48:



Implementation of the provisions of this Rule may be
contingent upon the approval of the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
({CMS), if it is determined that submission to CMS for review and
approval is required.

Interested persons may submit written comments to Tara A.
LeBlanc, Bureau of Health Services Financing, P.0O. Box 91030,
Baton Rouge, LA 70821-9030. Ms. LeBlanc is responsible for
responding to inquiries regarding this Emergency Rule. A copy
of this Emergency Rule is available for review by interested
parties at parish Medicaid offices.

Dr. Courtney N, Phillips

Secretary
l(d’)/,

W—; &l



