
PUBLIC HEALTHMEDICAL ASSISTANCE 

Chapter 95. School-Based Nursing 
Services 

§9501. General Provisions

A. EPSDT school-based nursing services are provided by 
a registered nurse (RN) within a local education agency 
(LEA). The goal of these services is to prevent or mitigate 
disease, enhance care coordination, and reduce costs by 
preventing the need for tertiary care. Providing these 
services in the school increases access to health care for 
children and youth resulting in a more efficient and effective 
delivery of care. 

B. RNs providing school-based nursing services are 
required to maintain an active RN license with the state of 
Louisiana and comply with the Louisiana Nurse Practice 
Act. 

C. School-based nursing services shall be covered for all 
recipients in the school system and not limited to those with 
an individualized education program (IEP). 

D. School boards and staff shall collaborate for all 
services with the Medicaid recipient’s BAYOU HEALTH 
plan and shall ensure compliance with established protocols. 
In a fee-for-service situation, for the non-BAYOU HEALTH 
individuals, staff will make necessary referrals. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
36:254 and Title XIX of the Social Security Act. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of 
Health and Hospitals, Bureau of Health Services Financing, LR 
39:2760 (October 2013). 
§9503. Covered Services

A. The following school-based nursing services shall be 
covered. 

1. Episodic Care. This is unplanned care that occurs
when children see the nurse for assessment of a health 
concern. Episodic care includes but is not limited to: 

a. nose bleeds;

b. cuts;

c. bruises; or

d. flu symptoms.

2. Chronic Medical Condition Management and Care
Coordination. This is care based on one of the following 
criteria. 

a. The child has a chronic medical condition or
disability requiring implementation of a health plan/protocol 
(examples would be children with asthma, diabetes, or 
cerebral palsy). There must be a written health care plan 
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based on a health assessment performed by the RN. The date 
of the completion of the plan and the name of the person 
completing the plan must be included in the written plan. 
Each health care service required and the schedule for its 
provision must be described in the plan.  

b. Medication Administration. This service is
scheduled as part of a health care plan developed by either 
the treating physician or the school district LEA. 
Administration of medication will be at the direction of the 
physician and within the license of the RN and must be 
approved within the district LEA policies.  

c. Implementation of Physician’s Orders. These
services shall be provided as a result of receipt of a written 
plan of care from the child’s physician/BAYOU HEALTH 
provider or an IEP/Health care plan for students with 
disabilities. 

3. Immunization Assessments. These services are
nursing assessments of health status (immunizations) 
required by the Office of Public Health. This service requires 
an RN to assess the vaccination status of children in these 
cohorts once each year. This assessment is limited to the 
following children: 

a. children enrolling in a school for the first time;

b. pre-kindergarten children;

c. kindergarten children; and

d. children entering sixth grade; or

e. any student 11 years of age regardless of grade.

4. EPSDT Program Periodicity Schedule for
Screenings. A nurse employed by a school district may 
perform any of these screens within their licensure for 
BAYOU HEALTH members as authorized by the BAYOU 
HEALTH plan or as compliant with fee-for-service for non-
BAYOU HEATH individuals. The results of these screens 
must be made available to the BAYOU HEALTH provider 
as part of the care coordination plan of the district. The 
screens shall be performed according to the periodicity 
schedule including any inter-periodic screens. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
36:254 and Title XIX of the Social Security Act. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of 
Health and Hospitals, Bureau of Health Services Financing, LR 
39:2760 (October 2013). 
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