
NOTICE OF INTENT 
 

Department of Health and Hospitals 
Bureau of Health Service Financing and 

Office for Citizens with Developmental Disabilities 
 

Home and Community-Based Services Waivers 
Residential Options Waiver 

Permanent Supportive Housing Services 
(LAC 50:XXI.16339,16341 and 16901) 

 
 The Department of Health and Hospitals, Bureau of Health 

Services Financing and the Office for Citizens with 

Developmental Disabilities propose to adopt LAC 50:XXI.16339 and 

§16341, and to amend §16901 in the Medical Assistance Program as 

authorized by R.S. 36:254 and pursuant to Title XIX of the 

Social Security Act.  This proposed Rule is promulgated in 

accordance with the provisions of the Administrative Procedure 

Act, R.S. 49:950 et seq. 

 The Department of Health and Hospitals, Bureau of Health 

Services Financing and the Office for Citizens with 

Developmental Disabilities, through collaborative efforts, 

provide enhanced long-term services and supports to individuals 

with developmental disabilities through the Residential Options 

Waiver (ROW) program.  The department now proposes to amend the 

Rule governing the ROW in order to adopt provisions for the 

coverage of housing stabilization transition and housing 

stabilization services. 
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Title 50 
 

PUBLIC HEALTH─MEDICAL ASSISTANCE 
Part XXI.  Home and Community Based Services Waivers 

Subpart 13.  Residential Options Waiver 

Chapter 163. Covered Services 

§16339. Housing Stabilization Transition Services  

 A. Housing stabilization transition services enable 

participants who are transitioning into a permanent supportive 

housing unit, including those transitioning from institutions, 

to secure their own housing.  This service is provided while the 

participant is in an institution and preparing to exit the 

institution using the waiver.  Housing stabilization transition 

services include: 

  1. conducting a housing assessment to identify the 

participant’s preferences related to housing (i.e., type, 

location, living alone or with someone else, accommodations 

needed, and other important preferences), and his/her needs for 

support to maintain housing, including: 

   a. access to housing; 

   b. meeting the terms of a lease; 

   c. eviction prevention; 

   d. budgeting for housing/living expenses; 

   e. obtaining/accessing sources of income 

necessary for rent; 

   f. home management; 

2 
 



   g. establishing credit; and  

   h. understanding and meeting the obligations of 

tenancy as defined in the lease terms; 

  2. assisting the participant to view and secure 

housing as needed, including: 

   a. arranging or providing transportation; 

   b. assisting in securing supporting 

documents/records; 

   c. completing/submitting applications; 

   d. securing deposits; and  

   e. locating furnishings); 

  3. developing an individualized housing support 

plan, based upon the housing assessment, that: 

   a. includes short- and long-term measurable 

goals for each issue; 

   b. establishes the participant’s approach to 

meeting the goal; and 

   c. identifies where other provider(s) or 

services may be required to meet the goal; 

  4. participating in the development of the plan of 

care and incorporating elements of the housing support plan; and  

  5. exploring alternatives to housing if permanent 

supportive housing is unavailable to support completion of 

transition. 
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 B. This service is only available upon referral from the 

support coordinator, and is not duplicative of other waiver 

services, including support coordination.  It is only available 

to persons who reside in a State of Louisiana permanent 

supportive housing unit, or who are linked for the state of 

Louisiana permanent supportive housing selection process. 

 C. Participants may not exceed 165 combined units of this 

service and the housing stabilization service without written 

approval from OCDD. 

 AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 

36:254 and Title XIX of the Social Security Act. 

 HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health 

and Hospitals, Bureau of Health Services Financing and the 

Office for Citizens with Developmental Disabilities, LR 41: 

§16341. Housing Stabilization Services 

 A. Housing stabilization services enable waiver 

participants to maintain their own housing as set forth in the 

participant’s approved plan of care.  Services must be provided 

in the home or a community setting.  Housing stabilization 

services include the following components:  

  1. conducting a housing assessment to identify the 

participant’s preferences related to housing (i.e., type, 

location, living alone or with someone else, accommodations 
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needed, and other important preferences), and his/her needs for 

support to maintain housing, including: 

   a. access to housing; 

   b. meeting the terms of a lease; 

   c. eviction prevention; 

   d. budgeting for housing/living expenses; 

   e. obtaining/accessing sources of income 

necessary for rent; 

   f. home management; 

   g. establishing credit; and  

   h. understanding and meeting the obligations of 

tenancy as defined in the lease terms; 

  2. participating in the development of the plan of 

care, incorporating elements of the housing support plan; 

  3. developing an individualized housing 

stabilization service provider plan, based upon the housing 

assessment, that: 

   a. includes short- and long-term measurable 

goals for each issue; 

   b. establishes the participant’s approach to 

meeting the goal; and  

   c. identifies where other provider(s) or 

services may be required to meet the goal; 
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  4. providing supports and interventions according to 

the individualized housing support plan (if additional supports 

or services are identified as needed outside the scope of 

housing stabilization service, the needs must be communicated to 

the support coordinator);  

  5. providing ongoing communication with the landlord 

or property manager regarding: 

   a. the participant’s disability; 

   b. accommodations needed; and  

   c. components of emergency procedures involving 

the landlord or property manager;  

  6. updating the housing support plan annually or as 

needed due to changes in the participant’s situation or status; 

and 

  7. if at any time the participant’s housing is 

placed at risk (i.e., eviction, loss of roommate or income), 

housing stabilization service will provide supports to retain 

housing or locate and secure housing to continue community-based 

supports, including locating new housing, sources of income, 

etc. 

 B. This service is only available upon referral from the 

support coordinator. Housing stabilization is not duplicative of 

other waiver services, including support coordination.  It is 
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only available to persons who reside in a state of Louisiana 

permanent supportive housing unit. 

 C. Participants may not exceed 165 combined units of this 

service and the housing stabilization transition service without 

written approval from OCDD. 

 AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 

36:254 and Title XIX of the Social Security Act. 

 HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health 

and Hospitals, Bureau of Health Services Financing and the 

Office for Citizens with Developmental Disabilities, LR 41: 

Chapter 169. Reimbursement 

§16901. Reimbursement Methodology 

 A. Reimbursement for the following services shall be a 

prospective flat rate for each approved unit of service provided 

to the waiver recipientparticipant.  One quarter hour (15 

minutes) is the standard unit of service, which covers both the 

service provision and administrative costs for these services:   

  1. respite care; 

  2. community living supports (CLS)housing 

stabilization transition:; 

   a. up to three recipients may share CLS 

services if they share a common provider of this service; 

   b. there is a separate reimbursement rate for 

CLS when these services are shared;a. – b. Repealed.  
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  3. professional services furnished by a/an:housing 

stabilization; 

   a. psychologist; 

   b. speech therapist; 

   c. physical therapist; 

   d. occupational therapist; 

   e. social worker; or 

   f. dietician/nutritionist;a. – f. Repealed. 

  4. nursing servicescommunity living supports (CLS); 

   a. up to three participants may share CLS 

services if they share a common provider of this service; 

   b. there is a separate reimbursement rate for 

CLS when these services are shared;  

  5. intensive community supports; andprofessional 

services furnished by a/an: 

   a. psychologist; 

   b. speech therapist; 

   c. physical therapist; 

   d. occupational therapist; 

   e. social worker; or 

   f. registered dietician;  

  6. supported employment.support coordination; and 

  7. supported employment: 

   a. individual placement; and 
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   b. micro-enterprise.  

 B. The following services are reimbursed at the cost of 

adaptation device, equipment or supply item: 

  1. environmental accessibility adaptations; and 

   a. Upon completion of the environmental 

accessibility adaptations and prior to submission of a claim for 

reimbursement, the provider shall give the recipient participant 

a certificate of warranty for all labor and installation work 

and supply the recipient participant with all manufacturers’ 

warranty certificates. 

  2. assistive technology/specialized medical 

equipment and supplies; and.  

  3. specialized medical equipment and 

suppliesRepealed. 

 C. The following services are reimbursed at a per diem 

rate: 

  1. … 

  2. companion cares living services; and 

  3. … 

   a. Per diem rates are established based on the 

number of individuals sharing the living service module for both 

for shared living non-conversion and shared living conversion 

services.  
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 D. The following services are reimbursed at a per diem 

rate which may be billed either half-day (over 2 and up to 4 

hours per day) or full-day (over 4 hours per day) based on time 

spent on-site by the recipientone-half day unit of service based 

on a minimum of 2.5 hours spent on-site by the participant:   

  1. day habilitation; and 

  2. pre-vocational.; and 

  3. supported employment: 

   a. mobile crew; and 

   b. enclave.  

 E.  … 

 F. Support coordinationNursing services shall beare 

reimbursed at a fixed monthly rate in accordance with the terms 

of the established contracteither an hourly or per visit rate 

for the allowable procedure codes. 

 G. … 

 H. Transition expenses from an ICF/MR ID or nursing 

facility to a community living setting are reimbursed at the 

cost of the service(s) up to a onelife-time maximum rate of 

$3,000. 

 I. – J. …  

 K. Reserved.Effective for dates of service on or after 

August 1, 2010, the reimbursement for Residential Options Waiver 
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services shall be reduced by 2 percent of the rates in effect on 

July 31, 2010. 

  1. The following services shall be excluded from the 

rate reduction: 

   a. personal emergency response services; 

   b. environmental accessibility adaption 

services; 

   c. specialized medical equipment and supplies; 

and 

   d. support coordination services. 

 L. – L.1.d. …  

 AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 

36:254 and Title XIX of the Social Security Act. 

 HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health 

and Hospitals, Office for Citizens with Developmental 

Disabilities, LR 33:2456 (November 2007), amended by the 

Department of Health and Hospitals, Bureau of Health Services 

Financing and the Office for Citizens with Developmental 

Disabilities, LR 39:1049 (April 2013), LR 41: 

 Implementation of the provisions of this Rule may be 

contingent upon the approval of the U.S. Department of Health 

and Human Services, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 

(CMS), if it is determined that submission to CMS for review and 

approval is required. 
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 In compliance with Act 1183 of the 1999 Regular Session of 

the Louisiana Legislature, the impact of this proposed Rule on 

the family has been considered.  It is anticipated that this 

proposed Rule may have a positive impact on family functioning, 

stability and autonomy as described in R.S. 49:972 by improving 

access to stable home setting.  

 In compliance with Act 854 of the 2012 Regular Session of 

the Louisiana Legislature, the poverty impact of this proposed 

Rule has been considered. It is anticipated that this proposed 

Rule may have a positive impact on child, individual, or family 

poverty in relation to individual or community asset development 

as described in R.S. 49:973 by improving access to a stable home 

setting. 

 In compliance with House Concurrent Resolution (HCR) 170 of 

the 2014 Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature, the 

provider impact of this proposed Rule has been considered. It is 

anticipated that this proposed Rule will have no impact on the 

staffing level requirements or qualifications required to 

provide the same level of service, no direct or indirect cost to 

the provider to provide the same level of service, and will have 

no impact on the provider’s ability to provide the same level of 

service as described in HCR 170. 

 Interested persons may submit written comments to J. Ruth 

Kennedy, Bureau of Health Services Financing, P.O. Box 91030, 
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Baton Rouge, LA 70821—9030 or by email to MedicaidPolicy@la.gov.  

Ms. Kennedy is responsible for responding to inquiries regarding 

this proposed Rule.  A public hearing on this proposed Rule is 

scheduled for Thursday, August 27, 2015 at 9:30 a.m. in Room 

118, Bienville Building, 628 North Fourth Street, Baton Rouge, 

LA.  At that time all interested persons will be afforded an 

opportunity to submit data, views or arguments either orally or 

in writing.  The deadline for receipt of all written comments is 

4:30 p.m. on the next business day following the public hearing. 

Kathy H. Kliebert 

Secretary 
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