
PUBLIC HEALTHMEDICAL ASSISTANCE 

Subpart 5.  School Based Behavioral 
Health Services 

Chapter 41. General Provisions 
§4101. Introduction

A. The Medicaid Program hereby adopts provisions to 
provide coverage under the Medicaid State Plan for school 
based behavioral health services rendered to children and 
youth with behavioral health disorders. These services shall 
be administered under the authority of the Department of 
Health and Hospitals, Office of Behavioral Health, in 
collaboration with a statewide management organization 
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(SMO) which shall be responsible for the necessary 
operational and administrative functions to ensure adequate 
service coordination and delivery. 

B. The school based behavioral health services rendered 
to children with emotional or behavioral disorders are 
medically necessary behavioral health services provided to 
Medicaid recipients in accordance with an Individualized 
Education Program (IEP). 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
36:254 and Title XIX of the Social Security Act. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of 
Health and Hospitals, Bureau of Health Services Financing, LR 
38:400 (February 2012). 
§4103. Recipient Qualifications

A. Individuals at least 3 years of age and under the age 
of 21, who meet Medicaid eligibility and clinical criteria, 
shall qualify to receive behavioral health services in a school 
setting.  

B.  Qualifying children and adolescents must have been 
determined eligible for Medicaid and behavioral health 
services covered under Part B of the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), with a written service 
plan (an IEP) which contains medically necessary services 
recommended by a physician or other licensed practitioner 
of the healing arts, within the scope of his or practice under 
state law. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
36:254 and Title XIX of the Social Security Act. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of 
Health and Hospitals, Bureau of Health Services Financing, LR 
38:400 (February 2012). 

Chapter 43. Services 
§4301. General Provisions

A. The Medicaid Program shall provide coverage for 
behavioral health services pursuant to §1905(a) of the Social 
Security Act which are addressed in the IEP, medically 
necessary, and that correct or ameliorate a child's health 
condition. 

B. Services must be performed by qualified providers 
who provide school based behavioral health services as part 
of their respective area of practice (e.g. psychologist 
providing a behavioral health evaluation). Services rendered 
by certified school psychologists must be supervised 
consistent with R.S. 17:7.1. 

C. Services shall be provided in accordance with the 
established service limitations. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
36:254 and Title XIX of the Social Security Act. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of 
Health and Hospitals, Bureau of Health Services Financing, LR 
38:400 (February 2012). 
§4303. Covered Services

A. School based behavioral health services shall include 
Medicaid covered services, including treatment and other 

services to correct or ameliorate an identified mental health 
or substance abuse diagnosis. Services are provided by or 
through a local education agency (LEA) to children with, or 
suspected of having, a disability and who attend public 
school in Louisiana. 

B. The following school based behavioral health services 
shall be reimbursed under the Medicaid Program: 

1. therapeutic services, including diagnosis and
treatment; 

2. rehabilitation services, including community
psychiatric support and treatment (CPST); and 

3. addiction services.

C. Service Limitations. Psychosocial rehabilitation is 
limited to 750 hours of group services per calendar year. 
Hours in excess of 750 may be authorized when deemed 
medically necessary. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
36:254 and Title XIX of the Social Security Act. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of 
Health and Hospitals, Bureau of Health Services Financing, LR 
38:400 (February 2012), amended by the Department of Health and 
Hospitals, Bureau of Health Services Financing and the Office of 
Behavioral Health, LR 41:384 (February 2015). 

Chapter 45. Provider Participation 
§4501. Local Education Agency Responsibilities

A. The LEA shall ensure that its licensed and unlicensed 
behavioral health practitioners are employed according to 
the requirements specified under IDEA. 

B. An LEA shall ensure that individual practitioners are 
in compliance with Medicaid qualifications, Department of 
Education Bulletin 746, and Louisiana Standards for State 
Certification of School Personnel prior to billing the 
Medicaid Program for any school based behavioral health 
services rendered by clinicians. 

C.  Each provider of behavioral health services shall 
enter into a contract with the statewide management 
organization in order to receive reimbursement for Medicaid 
covered services. 
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D. All services shall be delivered in accordance with 
federal and state laws and regulations, the provisions of this 
Rule, the provider manual, and other notices or directives 
issued by the department. 

E. Providers of behavioral health services shall ensure 
that all services are authorized and any services that exceed 
established limitations beyond the initial authorization are 
approved for re-authorization prior to service delivery.  

F. Anyone providing behavioral health services must be 
certified by the department, or its designee, in addition to 
operating within their scope of practice license. To be 
certified or recertified, providers shall meet the provisions of 
this Rule, the provider manual and the appropriate statutes. 
The provider shall create and maintain documents to 
substantiate that all requirements are met. 

G. Providers shall maintain case records that include, at a 
minimum: 

1. a copy of the treatment plan,;

2. the name of the individual;

3. the dates of service;

4. the nature, content and units of services provided;

5. the progress made toward functional improvement;
and 

6. the goals of the treatment plan.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
36:254 and Title XIX of the Social Security Act. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of 
Health and Hospitals, Bureau of Health Services Financing, LR 
38:401 (February 2012), amended by the Department of Health and 
Hospitals, Bureau of Health Services Financing and the Office of 
Behavioral Health, LR 41:385 (February 2015). 

Chapter 47. Payments 

§4703. Cost Calculations

A. Each LEA shall determine its own costs and certify to 
those costs annually by using the appropriate form(s), 
report(s) and/or template(s) designated by the department. 
LEAs shall report costs in accordance with federal and state 
laws and regulations, the provisions of this Rule, and other 
manuals, notices, or directives issued by the department.  

B. For each of the IDEA related school based services 
other than specialized transportation services, the 
participating LEAs' actual cost of providing the services will 
be claimed for Medicaid reimbursement.  

C. The state will gather actual expenditure information 
for each LEA through its payroll/benefits and accounts 
payable system. These costs are also reflected in the annual 
financial report (AFR) that all LEAs are required to certify 
and submit to the Department of Education. 

D. The department may at its discretion request and 
utilize other LEA specific data and information to determine 
actual costs for providing services.  

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
36:254 and Title XIX of the Social Security Act. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of 
Health and Hospitals, Bureau of Health Services Financing, LR 
38:401 (February 2012). 
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