
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
7500 Security Boulevard, Mail Stop S2-01-16 
Baltimore, MD  21244-1850 
 
Children and Adults Health Programs Group 
 
January 20, 2026 
 
 
Seth Gold 
Medicaid Executive Director 
State of Louisiana Department of Health 
Bureau of Health Services Financing 
628 North 4th Street, Room 769 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
 
Dear Director Gold: 
 
Your title XXI Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) State Plan Amendments (SPA) LA-25-
0022, submitted on October 31, 2025, has been approved. The effective date for this SPA is October 
1, 2025.   
 
Through this SPA, Louisiana will transition from a Federally-Facilitated Marketplace (FFM)  
Determination state where the state delegated authority to the FFM to make final  
eligibility decisions, to an FFM Assessment state where the FFM will make a preliminary  
assessment of eligibility and the State will make the final decision. A copy of the CS24 state plan 
page is attached to be incorporated into the current CHIP state plan. 
 
Your Project Officer is Abbie Walsh. She is available to answer your questions concerning this 
amendment and other CHIP-related matters and can be reached at Abagail.Walsh@cms.hhs.gov. 
 
If you have additional questions, please contact Mary Beth Hance, Acting Director, Division of 
State Coverage Programs, at (410) 786-1536. We look forward to continuing to work with you and 
your staff.    
       

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

Jessica Stephens 
Acting Deputy Director 
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