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Question of the Week

What does the ending of the COVID-19
emergency declaration mean for my
patients?
The Biden administration announced on January 30, 2023, that the COVID-19 emergency
declaration would be ending along with the no–cost COVID-19 services on May 11, 2023.

Free COVID-19 tests, COVID-19 treatment, and the COVID-19 vaccines are among the services the
U.S. government will no longer cover, and patients will have to rely on their Private Insurance,
Medicare or Medicaid for these services. Below is a timeline for COVID-19 services coverage based
on insurance type:

COVID-19 Test
Medicare – No longer will receive at-
home tests for free.
Medicaid – Free tests until 2024.
Private Insurance – Varies by state
and insurance company.

COVID-19 Vaccine
Medicare – Undetermined.
Medicaid – Free vaccines, no end date
determined.
Private Insurance – Varies by state
and insurance company.

COVID-19 Treatment
Medicare – Covered until 2024.
Medicaid – Covered until 2024.
Private Insurance – Varies by state
and insurance company.

https://ldh.la.gov/page/3688
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FSPhd3Fgxs8


 
Moderna's commitment to patient access in
the United States

Moderna's vaccines have protected the lives of hundreds of millions of people worldwide from
COVID-19 and have dramatically lessened the burden of the pandemic on society.

As the public health emergency ends, the United States government will no longer provide
vaccines at no cost. However, Moderna remains committed to ensuring that people in the
United States will have access to our COVID-19 vaccines regardless of their ability to pay.
Moderna's COVID-19 vaccines will continue to be available at no cost for insured people,
whether they receive them at their doctors' offices or local pharmacies. For uninsured or
underinsured people, Moderna’s patient assistance program* will provide COVID-19 vaccines
at no cost.

Everyone in the United States will have access to Moderna’s COVID-19 vaccine regardless of
their ability to pay.

*Available after the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency expires on May 11, 2023.
  

Medicaid eligibility is changing. Help your patients
maintain their coverage.

In a recent message, Medicaid executive
director Tara LeBlanc explained how her
program is preparing for the end of
continuous Medicaid coverage per the
ending of the federal COVID-19 Public
Health Emergency.

LeBlanc wrote, beginning in April, a
Medicaid member could lose their health
insurance coverage even if they are
eligible if they do not respond to letters
they received in the mail. These letters will
direct members to verify their contact
information, including cell phone numbers and email addresses.

Healthcare providers are asked to help spread the word about this eligibility requirement. In
addition, your Medicaid patients should go to https://ldh.la.gov/page/4454 for a list of ways
to make contact information updates.

In addition, please remind your patients about the importance of reading and responding to
mail from Medicaid. Thank you for helping to spread the word about this critical issue.

 
Community Opioid Symposium is back. – Dr. Beau
Clark to speak

The Community Opioid Symposium hosted
by the Women's Foundation is back. To kick
off this series, the Women's Foundation has
Dr. Beau Clark as a guest speaker.

https://ldh.la.gov/page/4454


The objectives for this series are to:
Understand the definition, potency and
tolerance of heroin/fentanyl and how
an overdose occurs.
Understand the statistical analysis of
heroin and opioid/fentanyl deaths in
East Baton Rouge Parish.
Understand why this heroin and
opioid/fentanyl epidemic has occurred.
Understand who the drug dealer is
and who the drug user is in Louisiana.
Understand the solution to the heroin
and opioid/fentanyl epidemic.

Click here to register for the symposium. 

Download flier here.

 
Monovalent shelf-life extension

Several lots of monovalent Moderna COVID-19 vaccines for children aged 6 months – 5
years have received shelf-life extensions. Moderna has verified the new expiry dates below
and updated the Moderna Vial Expiration Checker.

All lots in the tables below are for primary use only for children aged 6 months – 5 years. The
lots are split into two groups:

7 lots with the earliest expiry represent lots in the field and CDC depots.
5 lots with the latest expiry for Moderna monovalent vaccines are all in the warehouse.

7 lots (in the field/at CDC depot) with earliest expiry:

5 lots (in the warehouse) with the latest expiry:

http://womansfoundation.com/cos
https://files.constantcontact.com/1ecf9c91901/f350b3ef-72b0-4bac-bd86-d5fec412089c.pdf?rdr=true
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001PD-2DJD9V0AZo9HySamIacBZQUclyVc2PmOlooUJzmChOlYih1akwKx30Em2cSn9jFH71LzpPFOsDTQnp30cOhpNPaPuT2J57o0oyilLdxqngjbAI-5FvjedwPPinhHzwOceKQKl8dkZfHukmM0P4udSFZrgqqIEmzNnaDX6szzXSwQscYHWW74jCF2-5F6OMmBDOQiNfk-5FCMgWB8-3D-26c-3DpHPpN5E7sTJi2TcenbyHMhw8MCFQnZg4PLUT-5F-2DxclLgshYYVyBzpOA-3D-3D-26ch-3DMOxQvrRcenHnwCN08yRNytVNc34jmujC2KMxWKxc13hqFsM51s-5F07g-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=xlPCXuHzMdaH2Flc1sgyicYpGQbQbU9KDEmgNF3_wI0&r=QjwnE77mCgS0LlHUIO42Rhyp2PTizDwWf1rhfd2CdbA&m=c2DTYkyDKoZm_vSeNE85f8BrxmBaLlZsvOqG1i8gXbo-12SVeSkOhsQMchDILpbc&s=99Uy-3Y4-_Y4PceWRypsfDa1m57aVKlAW4Ftl6WeV-Q&e=


 
Week 5 FluView report

Seasonal influenza is steadily declining in Louisiana but remains a threat; keep encouraging
vaccination. Click below for key points summarizing FluView data and other relevant flu-related
information.
 
In Louisiana during Week 5:

2.3% of patient visits reported through the U.S. Outpatient Influenza-like Illness Surveillance
Network (ILINet) were due to influenza-like illness (ILI).
This percentage is below the regional baseline of 3.9%.
The ILI case definition changed starting with the 2021–2022 season: fever >100.3 AND cough
and/or sore throat.

Cumulative 2022–23 influenza vaccinations statewide:
 

1. Flu vaccines given to individuals 0–17 years of age: 141,207
2. Flu vaccines given to individuals 18+ years of age: 641,894

FluView Report Week 5

 
The Vax Matters podcast is now on YouTube

We are excited to announce that we have added additional ways to be immune from
misinformation with the Office of Public Health's Vax Matters podcast. Now you can listen to
the Vax Matters podcast on YouTube. Click here to subscribe and be notified when new
episodes have been uploaded.

This week we will have Dr. Gia Tyson, head of hepatology and the Liver Center at Ochsner
Health in Baton Rouge, lend her expertise in this episode as we explore both hepatitis A & B,
as well as the vaccine developed to defend us against these diseases.

Jump to the episode here.

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/index.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KVQObEylKa8&list=PLhQRL_ZI06swIkZPCXX9GhyFw3IL1rwDG
https://youtu.be/FSPhd3Fgxs8


All Vax Matters episodes are still available on most major podcast platforms. Click here to
listen now: Apple, Spotify, Google Podcasts, Stitcher, Amazon, Audible.

If you would like to be a future guest on the Vax Matter podcast, contact
jourdan.barnes@la.gov

 
The road to ending stigma. Harm reduction in
clinical and community settings.

The Office of the Assistant Secretary of
Health is introducing a six–part webinar
addressing the unseen impact of stigma
in substance use disorder (SUD)
treatment and recovery, as well as the
life-saving role of harm reduction
strategies and programs. Learn from
field experts and those with lived
experience about best practices and
novel approaches to improve health
outcomes and save lives.

View the flier here for more details.

Register here.

 
2023 Recommended Immunization Schedules
now online

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__podcasts.apple.com_us_podcast_vax-2Dmatters_id1621383395&d=DwMFaQ&c=xlPCXuHzMdaH2Flc1sgyicYpGQbQbU9KDEmgNF3_wI0&r=fpWm-_6dtIM8aDNsqPS6qUFTkz4R90OlV_ztRpNcrh8&m=MLwAYlb25NX35PQ7vg8FNTGOQyPd7_SWUccOZqidnndRHrkJJZUwlNc6NDOa9H-S&s=JCO3TfdDn1uTaavjgr14esrblwl-dRlwtm6AJEPSJMw&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__open.spotify.com_show_6HJZAtnzNqL2g38jJVLZoA-3Fsi-3D9184c19e8d844fb0&d=DwMFaQ&c=xlPCXuHzMdaH2Flc1sgyicYpGQbQbU9KDEmgNF3_wI0&r=fpWm-_6dtIM8aDNsqPS6qUFTkz4R90OlV_ztRpNcrh8&m=MLwAYlb25NX35PQ7vg8FNTGOQyPd7_SWUccOZqidnndRHrkJJZUwlNc6NDOa9H-S&s=7QZE7bJ3B3acdyJSq1ci6bxUdq8BIP3t9jPEPIlRYEE&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__open.spotify.com_show_6HJZAtnzNqL2g38jJVLZoA-3Fsi-3D9184c19e8d844fb0&d=DwMFaQ&c=xlPCXuHzMdaH2Flc1sgyicYpGQbQbU9KDEmgNF3_wI0&r=fpWm-_6dtIM8aDNsqPS6qUFTkz4R90OlV_ztRpNcrh8&m=MLwAYlb25NX35PQ7vg8FNTGOQyPd7_SWUccOZqidnndRHrkJJZUwlNc6NDOa9H-S&s=7QZE7bJ3B3acdyJSq1ci6bxUdq8BIP3t9jPEPIlRYEE&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.stitcher.com_s-3Ffid-3D701558&d=DwMFaQ&c=xlPCXuHzMdaH2Flc1sgyicYpGQbQbU9KDEmgNF3_wI0&r=fpWm-_6dtIM8aDNsqPS6qUFTkz4R90OlV_ztRpNcrh8&m=MLwAYlb25NX35PQ7vg8FNTGOQyPd7_SWUccOZqidnndRHrkJJZUwlNc6NDOa9H-S&s=dkR19-Q-wut08CMimWvlIg2A26AN4DKLpfd2lXGYghc&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__music.amazon.com_podcasts_6e1df6ae-2D0542-2D49ac-2D847a-2D957075da29b3_vax-2Dmatters&d=DwMFaQ&c=xlPCXuHzMdaH2Flc1sgyicYpGQbQbU9KDEmgNF3_wI0&r=fpWm-_6dtIM8aDNsqPS6qUFTkz4R90OlV_ztRpNcrh8&m=MLwAYlb25NX35PQ7vg8FNTGOQyPd7_SWUccOZqidnndRHrkJJZUwlNc6NDOa9H-S&s=0mMGO8dX6rFLfBrx9lK7HHokL9xV6P3UhvdbWpex7eA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.audible.com_pd_Vax-2DMatters-2DPodcast_B09YZZ6W56-3Fref-3Da-5Fpd-5FVax-2DMa-5Fc1-5Fpodcast-2Dshow-2Ddetails-26pf-5Frd-5Fp-3Ddf6bf89c-2Dab0c-2D4323-2D993a-2D2a046c7399f9-26pf-5Frd-5Fr-3DQ7T7EHHBK1725C6RAYNW&d=DwMFaQ&c=xlPCXuHzMdaH2Flc1sgyicYpGQbQbU9KDEmgNF3_wI0&r=fpWm-_6dtIM8aDNsqPS6qUFTkz4R90OlV_ztRpNcrh8&m=MLwAYlb25NX35PQ7vg8FNTGOQyPd7_SWUccOZqidnndRHrkJJZUwlNc6NDOa9H-S&s=yzWcDQFYKW_szGn04bnPWWx9I7xhXHV950EY13hk81s&e=
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJItcOGgqz4oHTxCcuPzKRH9qqcbvDj6h9M?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


The 2023 ACIP Recommended Immunization Schedules were released on February 9, 2023.
In collaboration with CDC's healthcare partners, CDC has updated versions of the
recommended U.S. immunization schedules for children, teens and adults.

Several additional formats of the schedules, including parent-friendly versions, are available
on the CDC Immunization Schedules website.
CDC’s resources:

Schedule changes & guidance
Download the schedules app for healthcare providers
Syndicate the schedules on your website
Routine immunizations on schedule for everyone (RISE)

 
Plain language for public health resources is
now available

Effective public health communications are
critical to helping people stay informed and
make decisions about their health. When
accurate information about public health is
hard to find or understand, it is easier for
false and misleading information to circulate.
Plain language can help your audience find
what they need and understand what they
find.

PHCC has created a new Plain Language
for Public Health guide to support public
health communicators in creating messaging
to advance health literacy, build trust in
your organization as a source of information, and promote overall community health.
This guide walks through the following three steps:

Step 1: Prepare Your Communications 
Step 2: Develop and Organize Your Communications 
Step 3: Review and Testing

 
The guide also shares other plain language techniques to help you build your communication
skills. Please download and share the guide with your network so more people can have
access to public health information that is easy to find, understand, and use. 

Download guide here
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