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 ACIP 
RECOMMENDS 
CONTINUING TO 
VACCINATE 
ADOLESCENTS 
AGAINST COVID-
19 
The ACIP recommends 
continuing to vaccinate 
adolescents against 
COVID-19, stating that 
the benefits of 
vaccination outweigh 
the risks. (Page 2) 

     
 

REVISED EUA FOR 
MODERNA AND 
PFIZER COVID-19 
VACCINES 
Information on 
myocarditis and 
pericarditis has been 
added to Moderna’s 
and Pfizer’s vaccine EUA. 
(Page 2- 3) 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK: 
With so many states having low vaccination rates, is achieving herd 
immunity even possible? 
As reported by CNN this week, the rise and spread of more transmissible coronavirus variants 
are changing the equation for achieving herd immunity -- the point at which enough people are 
protected against a virus to suppress its spread. 

In an interview on the news network this week, Dr. Anthony Fauci suggested we aren’t close to 
achieving herd immunity. He warned that with the Delta variant accounting for more than a 
quarter of COVID-19 cases, there could soon be "two Americas" – one where most people are 
vaccinated and another where low vaccination rates could lead to spikes in COVID-19 cases. 

The stark disparity between places with low and high vaccination rates is something that is of 
concern to Fauci and other public health officials.  

"When you have such a low level of vaccination superimposed upon a variant that has a high 
degree of efficiency of spread, what you are going to see in under-vaccinated regions are places 
with high rates of COVID-19,” Fauci said. “Those who are not vaccinated are at a much higher 
risk for getting sick and spreading the virus to other unvaccinated people.” 
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Here is an overview of major updates that occurred over the 
week.  

ACIP Recommends Continuing to Vaccinate 
Adolescents Against COVID-19  

The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) 
recommends continuing to vaccinate adolescents against COVID-
19, stating that the benefits of vaccination far outweigh the 
risks.  

On Wednesday, June 23, 2021, the ACIP meeting included a 
discussion around cases of myocarditis/pericarditis after mRNA 
COVID-19 vaccination. There were no votes during this meeting. 
ACIP voting members discussed the risks and benefits of 
vaccinating adolescents against the risk of myocarditis. Voting 
members agreed that the benefits continue to outweigh the 
harms, but this inflammatory condition needs to continue to be 
monitored with additional race/ethnicity data and additional data 
on myocarditis risk after one dose versus two doses of mRNA 
vaccines. 

 

Recommendations for Clinicians 

The Center for Disease Control (CDC) continues to recommend 
COVID-19 vaccination for everyone 12 years and older, given the 
greater risk of other serious complications related to COVID-19, 
such as hospitalization, a multisystem inflammatory syndrome in 
children (MIS-C), or death. 

 

Vaccine Considerations in People with a History of 
Myocarditis or Pericarditis 

Scenario Recommendation 

Pericarditis prior to 
COVID-19 
vaccination 

Receive any FDA-authorized COVID-19 
vaccine 

Pericarditis after 1st 
dose of an mRNA 
COVID-19 vaccine 
but prior to 2nd 
dose 

Proceed with a 2nd dose of mRNA 
COVID-19 vaccine after resolution of 
symptoms. Discuss with patient, 
guardian, and clinical team. 

Myocarditis prior to 
COVID-19 
vaccination 

Receive any FDA-authorized COVID-19 
vaccine if heart has recovered 

Myocarditis after 
1st dose of an 
mRNA COVID-19 
vaccine but prior to 
2nd dose 

Defer 2nd dose of mRNA COVID-19 
vaccine until more information is 
known. However, if heart has 
recovered, could consider proceeding 
with 2nd dose under certain 
circumstances. Discuss with patient, 
guardian, and clinical team. 

Report all cases of myocarditis and pericarditis post-COVID-19 
vaccination to VAERS and to the Louisiana Department of Health, 
Infectious Disease Epidemiology Clinician Hotline: 1-800-256-
2748. 

For more information on myocarditis and pericarditis following 
mRNA COVID-19 vaccination, visit cdc.gov. 

Revised EUA Label Update for Moderna and Pfizer 
COVID-19 Vaccine 

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has approved the 
following update to the Moderna and Pfizer COVID-19 EUA Fact 
Sheet:  

Myocarditis and Pericarditis 

Reports of adverse events following use of the Moderna COVID-19 
vaccine under EUA suggest increased risks of myocarditis and 
pericarditis, particularly following the second dose. Typically, 
onset of symptoms has been within a few days following receipt 
of the Moderna/Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine. Available data from 
short-term follow-up suggests that most individuals have had 
resolution of symptoms, but information is not yet available about 
potential long-term sequelae. The decision to administer the 
Moderna/Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine to an individual with a history 
of myocarditis or pericarditis should take into account the 
individual’s clinical circumstances. The CDC has published clinical 

WEEKLY COVID-19 VACCINE 
UPDATE 
 

https://vaers.hhs.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/myocarditis.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/myocarditis.html
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considerations relevant to myocarditis and pericarditis associated 
with administration of the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine.  

For all updates to the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine EUA, visit 
Modernatx.com. 

For all updates to the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine EUA, visit 
cvdvaccine-us.com. 

Biden Administration Says It Will Fall Short Of Its 
Fourth of July Vaccination Goal 

The Biden administration said Tuesday that it likely won’t hit 
President Joe Biden’s goal of getting 70% of American adults to 
receive one vaccine shot or more by the Fourth of July.  

White House COVID-19 czar Jeff Zients said the administration has 
met its 70% target for people 30 and older and is on track to hit it 
for those 27 and older by July 4. Zeints said U.S. officials are 
working with state and local leaders to reach younger people.  

“We think it will take a few extra weeks to get to 70% of all adults 
with at least one shot with the 18-to 26-year-olds factored in,” he 
said.  

Still, Zients insisted the White House has “succeeded beyond our 
highest expectations” in its vaccination program, achieving a 
vision put forth by Biden in March of being able to safely gather 
with friends and family to celebrate the holiday. 

Biden set two targets in early May: administering at least one shot 
to 70% of adults across the U.S. and fully vaccinated 160 million 
adult Americans by Independence Day.  

Roughly 65% of American adults have received one shot or more 
as of Monday, June 21, according to the CDC.  

When Biden first announced his two goals on May 4, the U.S. was 
on pace to reach both. But the vaccination rate has fallen in the 
weeks since from a seven-day average of 2.2 million shots per day 
across all age groups to 1.1 million as of June 21, according to CDC 
data. 

To read more on Biden’s vaccination goal, visit cnbn.com. 

 

LOUISIANA COVID-19 VACCINE DEMOGRAPHICS 

SERIES COMPLETED BY RACE: 

 White: 59.38%  
 Black: 28.69% 
 American Indian: 0.33% 
 Asian: 2.95% 
 Native Hawaiian: 0.21% 
 Unknown: 1.21% 
 Other: 7.23% 

SERIES COMPLETED BY AGE: 

 5-17: 2.06% 
 18-29: 10.24% 
 30-39: 11.62% 
 40-49: 13.01% 
 50-59: 17.69% 
 60-69: 22.25% 
 70+: 23.12% 

SERIES COMPLETED BY GENDER: 

 Female: 55.9% 
 Male: 43.82% 
 Unknown: 0.28% 

All breakdowns shown here are for Louisiana residents only. Race data 
completeness is expected to improve as we continue our outreach with vaccine 
providers.  

Good Reads 
Nearly a quarter of health workers threatened or 
harassed, CDC says – This article talks about how nearly a 
quarter of public health workers said they are bullied, threatened, 
or harassed because of their work since the pandemic began. 
Read more at axios.com. 

As variant rises, vaccine plan targets ‘movable 
middle’ – This article talks about how the Biden administration 
is focusing its vaccination efforts on unvaccinated adults who are 
undecided but seem persuadable.  

Read more at apnews.com. 

153 people resigned or were fired from a Texas 
hospital system after refusing to get vaccinated – This 
article talks about how Houston Methodist made COVID-19 
vaccination mandatory, causing 153 employees to resign or get let 
go.  

Read more at washingtonpost.com. 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/myocarditis.html
https://www.modernatx.com/covid19vaccine-eua/providers/
https://www.cvdvaccine-us.com/
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/06/22/biden-administration-to-say-it-wont-likely-hit-fourth-of-july-vaccine-goals.html
https://www.axios.com/cdc-public-health-worker-mental-health-tolls-b0cbf9ed-947a-43b0-be2b-bee388a20718.html
https://apnews.com/article/joe-biden-coronavirus-pandemic-health-government-and-politics-0ff389cdb6ac2e81e70ab9f486ba2b32
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2021/06/22/houston-methodist-loses-153-employees-vaccine-mandate/?utm_campaign=wp_to_your_health&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&wpisrc=nl_tyh&wpmk=1&pwapi_token=eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJjb29raWVuYW1lIjoid3BfY3J0aWQiLCJpc3MiOiJDYXJ0YSIsImNvb2tpZXZhbHVlIjoiNWJkYzUzYmVhZTdlOGE1MGY4ZTMzNTc3IiwidGFnIjoiNjBkMzkxZjM5ZDJmZGE4MDYwZTQ3MjA4IiwidXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud2FzaGluZ3RvbnBvc3QuY29tL2hlYWx0aC8yMDIxLzA2LzIyL2hvdXN0b24tbWV0aG9kaXN0LWxvc2VzLTE1My1lbXBsb3llZXMtdmFjY2luZS1tYW5kYXRlLz91dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249d3BfdG9feW91cl9oZWFsdGgmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPW5ld3NsZXR0ZXImd3Bpc3JjPW5sX3R5aCZ3cG1rPTEifQ.4ty7Dn1sunUS4SHOKWhw9mtY9HXhxGbXqKNYtQl3ojw
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