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Center for Records and Statistics

 Centralized registration and issuance system located 

in Downtown New Orleans.

 61 local registrars at Parish Health Units (PHU)

 All issue certified death certificates

 9 Service Centers throughout the State

 Approximately 43,000 Louisiana death certificates are 

registered each year.

 Original death certificates are archived at Vital 

Records for 50 years.

 Death registration is currently an entirely manual 

process.



What is EDR?

The primary purpose of an EDR system is to enable the

participants of death registration to file death records

with local and state registrars electronically. An EDR

system provides for on-line access so that decedent

fact-of-death and cause-of-death information can be

registered electronically by multiple death registration

participants working on the same case. With an EDR

system, funeral directors will be better able to serve

families by obtaining copies of death certificates with

fewer errors, faster and more efficiently.



EDR Benefits
 Provides for paperless filing of a death record

 Facilitates on-line collaboration among multiple death

registration system users, including funeral homes,

physicians, coroners, and local and state registrars

 Eliminates the need to physically track down physicians

to obtain signatures

 Allows for the printing of the Burial Transit Permit (BTP)

at the local funeral home

 Provides the capability to electronically order certified

copies for the family



EDR Benefits … continued

 Improves the timeliness and quality of death data

 Improves fraud prevention by using electronic 

authentication

 Reduces errors by verifying the decedent‟s SSN by 

automatically matching with SSA files

 Enables faster death registration at the Vital Records 

Office, which will speed turnaround time for obtaining 

certified copies for families

 Supports the completion and filing of a death record 

that is partially an electronic record and partially a 

paper certificate if all participants are not on-line 
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Louisiana Electronic Events Registration System 

LEERS is a web-based registration and processing

software application with integrated business, accounting

and statistical analysis systems.

The full range of the LEERS modules includes the birth,

death, fetal death, marriage, divorce and induced

termination of pregnancy (ITOP) modules which are

integrated with a state-of-the-art business (Sales &

Management) module and an imaging system for scanning

and saving approximately 10 million archived records.



LEERS 
Louisiana Electronic Events Registration System 

 Modules completed & implemented

 Birth – launched December 6th 2010

 Sales & Management (SAM) – launched January 31st

2011

 Modules in-progress

 Induced Termination of Pregnancy (ITOP) – Designed &

Tested

 Marriage & Divorce – In Development phase

 Death & Fetal Death – In Design & Development phase



LEERS Features
 User-friendly death record data entry screens

 Highly secure and Internet-accessible

 Available 24 hours/day, 7 days/week

 Accommodates large funeral home firms and small funeral homes

 Advanced content-specific search engine 

 Auto-population feature reduces redundancy

 Page by Page Built-in Data Entry Validations

 Electronic Certification option for physicians / certifiers

 Friendly Support Team

 Indexed, content-specific Web Help with screenshots and instructions

 Downloadable User Guides and Forms

 NCHS Standards & HIPPA Compliant

 Improved reporting to NCHS, SSA & other partners

 Superior Communication between “customers” and the State

 Streamlined Auto-Registration

 Swift Turn-around Time = Less „Wait Time‟



The LEERS Advantage

for Death Registration



Death Certificate

 The death certificate is

completed by the funeral

director and physician or

coroner as per LA R.S.

40:49 and LAC §12307.

 LEERS will allow the

death certificate to be

completed on the funeral

home and/or physician‟s

computer and

electronically submitted

to Vital Records.



Burial Transit Permits (BTP)
 Funeral homes can obtain BTPs from a nearby parish

health unit as per LA R.S. 40:52.

 BTPs can be obtained at any parish health unit in the state

regardless of the location of the funeral home or decedent‟s

remains

 LEERS will provide funeral homes with the ability to obtain a BTP

through the system 24/7. After submitting the information in LEERS,

the funeral home will have the ability to print from any computer with

internet access



ONLINE SSN VERIFICATION

Through online verification of Social Security Number (SSN), a

decedent‟s SSN reported through electronic death registration will be

transmitted to the Social Security Administration (SSA) to be

electronically verified. Funeral directors will receive notification

through the EDR system about the accuracy of the SSN as compared

with the decedent‟s name, sex, and date of birth reported on the death

record. The potential benefits of online verification of SSN include:

 Reducing decedent‟s SSN errors on death certificates

 Improving accuracy of the SSN reported to SSA

 Speeding notification of fact-of-death to SSA



Eliminates the need to physically track

down physicians to obtain signatures



National Funeral Director’s 

Association (NFDA) 

Official 2003 Stance

That NFDA continue to support the adoption of

a national uniform death certificate and the

implementation of a national electronic death

registration system by the federal government

providing financial incentives to eligible vital

records districts for implementation.



LEERS Death Module

Screenshots



LEERS Death Module
Log In 



LEERS Death Module
Welcome & Message Center



LEERS Death Module
Front Office



LEERS Death Module
Create a New Record Screen



LEERS Death Module
Burial Transit Permit Screen



LEERS Death Module Decedent Tab 



LEERS Death 

Module

Death Record Entry 

Screen – Personal 

Tab 



LEERS Death Module Death Info Tab



LEERS Death Module Assignment Tab



LEERS Death 

Module

Death Record Entry 

Screen – Medical 

Information Tab 



LEERS Death Module Certifier Tab 
(Front Office)



LEERS Death Module Comments Tab



LEERS Death Module Attachments Tab



Current Death Certificate Process
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LEERS Death Certificate Process
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QUESTIONS


