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* A syphilis diagnosis with less than one year duration is considered to be “early syphilis.” This designation covers the 
primary, secondary, and early non-P&S stages of syphilis.   

 1 

Surveillance Summary 
 

Data in this report includes cases diagnosed with HIV, AIDS, or Early Syphilis 
 

 In 2019, Louisiana ranked 4th in the nation for HIV case rates (19.0 per 100,000 population) and 
12th in the estimated number of HIV cases. The Baton Rouge MSA ranked 4th and the New Orleans 
MSA ranked 6th for HIV case rates (23.5 and 22.2 per 100,000, respectively), among the large 
metropolitan areas in the nation.  The CDC HIV Surveillance Report (vol. 32) was released in May 
2021.  The CDC no longer provides AIDS rankings in the annual report.  State AIDS rankings can 
be found on the CDC Atlas Plus webpage. 
 

 According to the CDC’s Atlas Plus webpage, Louisiana ranked 3rd highest in state AIDS case rates 
(11.1 per 100,000) and 12th in the number of estimated AIDS cases in 2019.  
 

 In 2019, Louisiana ranked 9th in the nation for primary and secondary (P&S) syphilis case rates 
(15.0 per 100,000 population) according to the 2019 CDC STD Surveillance Report. 
 

 As of March 31, 2020, a total of 22,223 persons were living with HIV (PLWH) in Louisiana; of these 
individuals, 11,051 persons (50%) have an AIDS diagnosis. 
 

 In 2020, 727 new HIV cases were diagnosed in Louisiana. Of these cases, 26% (n=187) occurred 
in Region 1 (New Orleans) and 20% (n=148) occurred in Region 2 (Baton Rouge). 

 

 As of March 31, 2021, a total of 381 persons were diagnosed with early syphilis* in Louisiana; 217 
persons were diagnosed with P&S syphilis, and 164 persons were diagnosed with early non-P&S 
syphilis. Of the total early syphilis cases, 28% (n=107 occurred in Region 1 (New Orleans) and 
17% (n=65) occurred in Region 2 (Baton Rouge).  

 

 The primary risk factor for new HIV diagnoses in Louisiana is gay, bisexual, and other men who 
have sex with men (GBM). In 2020, among persons who reported a risk factor, 56% reported being 
GBM, and an additional 2% reported being GBM and a person who injects drugs. As of March 31, 
2021, 45% of all people with a reported risk factor living with HIV in Louisiana were GBM. 
 

 The primary risk factor for early syphilis diagnoses in Louisiana is gay, bisexual, and other men 
who have sex with men (GBM).  As of March 31, 2021, of the persons who reported a risk factor, 
50% reported being GBM, and 54% reported engaging in heterosexual activity. Persons could 
report multiple risk factors for syphilis diagnoses. 
 

 In Louisiana, 74% of new HIV cases, 67% of new AIDS cases, and 72% of the early syphilis 

diagnoses were among men.  
 

 African Americans in Louisiana experience severe health disparities in regards to HIV and STDs.  
In 2020, 70% of newly diagnosed HIV cases and 71% of newly diagnosed AIDS cases were Black. 
As of March 31, 2021, 60% of early syphilis cases with a reported race/ethnicity were among African 
Americans.  Only 32% of Louisiana’s overall population is Black. 

 

 A large percentage of new HIV and syphilis diagnoses occurred among adolescents and young 
adults. In 2020, 25% of all new HIV diagnoses occurred among persons 13-24 years old and an 
additional 33% occurred among persons 25-34 years old. As of March 31, 2021, 24% of all early 
syphilis diagnoses occurred among persons 13-24 years old and an additional 37% occurred 
among persons 25-34 years old. 
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2 
Please note:  This report reflects only information reported to Louisiana’s HIV/AIDS and STD surveillance systems. 

Updates to HIV Transmission Category Nomenclature  
 
Starting in 2019, the Quarterly Report has updated HIV transmission category names using people first 
language.  Men who have sex with men (MSM) is now “Gay, bisexual, and other men who have sex with 
men” (GBM).  Injection drug use (IDU) is now “People who inject drugs” (PWID). 
 
Changes to Syphilis Case Definition 
 
The Quarterly Report includes revisions to the surveillance case definition for syphilis as approved by the 
Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE) effective January 1, 2018.  Of note, the 
nomenclature for “Early latent syphilis” has been changed to “Early non-primary non-secondary syphilis.”  
Throughout the Quarterly Report it has been abbreviated to “Early non-P&S syphilis.”  Please refer to the 
following documentation for additional information on all other syphilis case definition revisions: 
https://www.cdc.gov/std/stats/DCL-syph-case-def-sept-4-2017.pdf. 
 
 
New Quarterly Report Format: 
 
The format of the Quarterly Report has been redesigned starting Third Quarter 2017.  Besides for the 
removal of cumulative HIV/AIDS cases and cumulative HIV/AIDS deaths by state and region, the core 
content of the Quarterly Report remains the same with some new modifications described below. 
 
In efforts to more accurately present the data as it relates to gender identity, tables for persons living with 
HIV now include race/ethnicity and exposure category stratified by current gender identity (i.e. men, women, 
trans women, & trans men) rather than sex at birth.   
 
In addition, there are three new HIV/AIDS exposure categories: “Trans women- sex with men,” “Trans 
women- sex with men/injection drug user (IDU),” and “Female presumed heterosexual contact” (FPHC).  In 
previous versions of the Quarterly Report, trans women who indicated engaging in sex with men would 
have their HIV exposure classified as “Men who has sex with men” (MSM) or “MSM/IDU.”  The new 
exposure categories (“Trans women- sex with men” & “Trans women- sex with men/IDU”) acknowledge 
and highlight the differences in gender identity between gay and bisexual men versus trans women as well 
as strive to better describe the populations affected by HIV in Louisiana.    
 
In previous Quarterly Reports, a significant number of HIV-positive women who did not meet the stringent 
“high risk” criteria for “Heterosexual contact” were classified as “No identified risk.”  In an effort to better 
capture and present heterosexual transmission of HIV among women, the STD/HIV Program has used an 
algorithm from the Centers for Disease Control that re-categorizes many women formerly classified as “No 
identified risk” as now meeting the exposure criteria for FPHC.  The primary criteria for FPHC includes:  sex 
at birth is female, answered ‘yes’ to sex with men, answered ‘no’ to injection drug use, and has no other 
documentation that would suggest an alternative mode of HIV acquisition. 
 
Time Periods for this Quarterly Report (First Quarter 2021 Report):  
Persons Living with HIV – As of March 31, 2021 
New HIV Diagnoses – Calendar Year 2020  
New AIDS Diagnoses – Calendar Year 2020  
New P&S Syphilis Diagnoses – January 1 to March 31, 2021 (First Quarter of 2021) 
New Early Latent Syphilis Diagnoses – January 1 to March 31, 2021 (First Quarter of 2021) 
 
Future Quarterly Report: 
 
Second Quarter 2021 Report: Release in August 2021 
Persons Living with HIV, As of June 30, 2021 
HIV and AIDS Diagnoses, Calendar Year 2020 
P&S Syphilis Diagnoses, First-Second Quarter 2021 (January-June 2021) 
Early non-Primary non-Secondary Syphilis Diagnoses - First-Second Quarter 2021 (January-June 2021) 

https://www.cdc.gov/std/stats/DCL-syph-case-def-sept-4-2017.pdf
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2019 National CDC HIV and AIDS Rates, Diagnoses, and Rankings 

LDH Office of Public Health STD/HIV/Hepatitis Program 
May 2021 

 

On May 27, 2021, the CDC released their annual HIV Surveillance Report, Diagnoses of HIV Infection in the United States 

and Dependent Areas, 2019; Vol 32. This report presents 2019 data for diagnoses of HIV infection, death and HIV 

prevalence. From 2015 to 2019, the rate of diagnoses of HIV infection across the United States decreased to an overall 

rate of 11.1 per 100,000. The South had the highest rate of 15.2 per 100,000.  
 

Louisiana ranked 4th in HIV diagnosis rates in 2019 (19.0 per 100,000). This ranking is for persons of all ages. In 2019, 

Louisiana ranked 12th in the number of HIV diagnoses.  

 

 

The Baton Rouge MSA ranked 4th (23.5 per 100,000) and the New Orleans MSA ranked 6th (22.2 per 100,000) in HIV 

diagnosis rates in 2019. This ranking is for persons of all ages. In 2019, New Orleans ranked 27th and Baton Rouge ranked 

36th in the reported number of HIV diagnoses. 

MSA HIV Diagnosis Rate, 2019 (per 100,000) Number of HIV Diagnoses, 2019 

Miami, FL 32.2 1,984 

Atlanta, GA 27.6 1,661 

Orlando, FL 25.1 654 

Baton Rouge, LA  23.5 201 

Memphis, TN 23.0 310 

New Orleans, LA 22.2 282 

Jackson, MS 21.0 125 

Jacksonville, FL 20.3 317 

Houston, TX 20.3 1,436 

Bakersfield, CA 19.9 179 
 

HIV Rates, Number of Diagnoses, and Rankings, 2018 & 2019 

 

Please note: In the 2019 Surveillance Report, only the HIV rates were reported and ranked. The table below includes the 
new case counts and rates for 2019 for Louisiana, the New Orleans MSA and the Baton Rouge MSA.  

 Louisiana New Orleans MSA Baton Rouge MSA 

2018 2019 2018 2019 2018 2019 

# Rank # Rank # Rank # Rank # Rank # Rank 

HIV Diagnosis Rate 
 (per 100,000) 

20.9 4 19.0 4 24.2 7 22.2 6 27.3 3 23.5 4 

HIV Diagnosis Count 973 12 881 12 307 26 282 27 227 35 201 36 
 

STATE HIV Diagnosis Rate, 2019 (per 100,000) Number of HIV Diagnoses, 2019 

District of Columbia 36.4 257 

Georgia 23.1 2,449 

Florida  20.4 4,384 

Louisiana 19.0 881 

Nevada 16.6 512 

Mississippi 16.0 477 

Maryland 15.2 918 

Texas 14.9 4,308 

South Carolina 13.2 681 

North Carolina 13.1 1,369 

United States  11.1 36,801 




