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* A syphilis diagnosis with less than one year duration is considered to be “early syphilis.” This 
designation covers the primary, secondary, and early latent stages of syphilis.   
 1 

Surveillance Summary 
 

Data in this report includes cases diagnosed with HIV, AIDS, or Early Syphilis 
 

 In 2016, Louisiana ranked 3rd in the nation for HIV case rates (24.6 per 100,000 population) and 
8th in the estimated number of HIV cases. The Baton Rouge MSA ranked 3rd and the New Orleans 
MSA ranked 2nd for HIV case rates (30.2 and 33.3 per 100,000, respectively), among the large 
metropolitan areas in the nation.  The most recent CDC HIV Surveillance Report (vol. 28) was 
released in November 2017 and provided the 2016 rankings. 
 

 According to the same report, Louisiana ranked 2nd highest in state AIDS case rates (12.0 per 
100,000) and 9th in the number of estimated AIDS cases in 2016. The Baton Rouge metropolitan 
area ranked 1st in AIDS case rates (18.0 per 100,000) and the New Orleans metropolitan area 
ranked 4th in AIDS case rates (14.1 per 100,000) in 2016 among the large metropolitan areas in 
the nation.    
 

 In 2016, Louisiana ranked 1st in the nation for primary and secondary (P&S) syphilis case rates 
(16.0 per 100,000 population) according to the 2016 CDC STD Surveillance Report. 
 

 As of June 30, 2018, a total of 21,889 persons were living with HIV infection (PLWH) in Louisiana; 
of these individuals, 11,111 persons (51%) have an AIDS diagnosis. 
 

 In 2017, 1,035 new HIV cases were diagnosed in Louisiana. Of these cases, 30% (n=313) occurred 
in Region 1 (New Orleans) and 21% (n=214) occurred in Region 2 (Baton Rouge). 

 

 In the second quarter of 2018, a total of 484 persons were diagnosed with early syphilis* in 
Louisiana; 255 persons were diagnosed with P&S syphilis, and 229 persons were diagnosed with 
early latent syphilis. Of the total early syphilis cases, 35% (n=167) occurred in Region 1 (New 
Orleans) and 17% (n=84) occurred in Region 2 (Baton Rouge).  

 

 The primary risk factor for new HIV diagnoses in Louisiana is men who have sex with men (MSM). 
In 2017, of the persons who reported a risk factor, 59% reported being MSM, and an additional 2% 
reported being MSM and an injection drug user (IDU). As of June 30, 2018, 44% of all people living 
with HIV infection in Louisiana were MSM. 
 

 The primary risk factor for early syphilis diagnoses in Louisiana is men who sex with men (MSM).  
In the second quarter of 2018, of the persons who reported a risk factor, 55% reported being MSM, 
and 50% reported engaging in heterosexual activity. Persons could report multiple risk factors for 
syphilis diagnoses. 
 

 In Louisiana, 74% of new HIV cases, 72% of new AIDS cases, and 72% of the early syphilis 
diagnoses were among men.  

 

 African Americans in Louisiana are experiencing a severe health disparity in regards to HIV and 
STDs.  In 2017, 68% of newly diagnosed HIV cases and 71% of newly diagnosed AIDS cases were 
among African Americans. In the second quarter of 2018, 71% of early syphilis cases were among 
African Americans. African Americans make up only 32% of Louisiana’s overall population. 

 

 A large percentage of new HIV and syphilis diagnoses occurred among adolescents and young 
adults. In 2017, 24% of all new HIV diagnoses occurred among persons 13-24 years old and an 
additional 36% occurred among persons 25-34 years old. In the second quarter of 2018, 29% of all 
early syphilis diagnoses occurred among persons 13-24 years old and an additional 45% occurred 
among persons 25-34 years old. 
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Please note:  This report reflects only information reported to Louisiana’s HIV/AIDS and STD surveillance systems. 

New Quarterly Report Format: 
SHP’s new quarterly report format includes P&S syphilis and early latent syphilis diagnoses for Louisiana, 
the New Orleans and Baton Rouge MSAs, and all nine of the public health regions. It is important to note 
that the time periods for the HIV and syphilis data are not equivalent. Please pay special attention to the 
titles above each table. There are different reporting delays and methods for HIV and syphilis which impact 
the timeliness of those data in this report. The ‘Persons Living with AIDS’ excerpts have been removed.   
 
In efforts to more accurately present the data as it relates to gender identity, tables for persons living with 
HIV now include race/ethnicity and exposure category broken down by current gender identity rather than 
sex at birth.  In addition, there are three new HIV/AIDS exposure categories:  “Transwomen who have sex 
with men,” “Transwomen who have sex with men and inject drugs,” and “Female probable heterosexual 
contact.”  In previous versions of the Quarterly Report, many HIV-positive women not citing specific, “high-
risk” behaviors were classified as “No identified risk.”  In an effort to better capture and present heterosexual 
transmission of HIV among women, SHP has used an algorithm from the CDC which reclassifies many of  
these formerly “No identified risk” women as meeting the criteria for “Female probable heterosexual 
contact.”  
 
AIDS Case Definition Change – Effective for all 2014 and future AIDS Diagnoses: 
Prior to 2014, the surveillance case definition for an AIDS diagnosis was: a CD4 cell count <200, a CD4 
percentage <14%, or the diagnosis of an opportunistic infection (OI) such as Kaposi Sarcoma. The CDC 
has changed the case surveillance definition for AIDS. For all AIDS diagnoses, starting January 1, 2014, 
the case definition is: a CD4 cell count <200 or the diagnosis of an OI. A CD4 percent <14% is no longer 
part of the AIDS case definition, unless the CD4 count is not available. Previously, a person with a CD4 
count of 300 but a percent of 10%, would have been defined as an AIDS case. Because that CD4 count is 
not below 200, that case is no longer considered a new AIDS diagnosis. If the CD4 count of 300 was not 
available and only the percent of 10% was available, then the case would be newly diagnosed as AIDS. 
This change in surveillance case definition will reduce the number of AIDS diagnoses that occur each year, 
starting with 2014 data.  
 
 
 
Time Periods for this Quarterly Report (Second Quarter 2018 Report):  
Persons Living with HIV Infection – As of June 30, 2018 
New HIV Diagnoses – Calendar Year 2017 (Updated from 1st Quarter Report) 
New AIDS Diagnoses – Calendar Year 2017 (Updated from 1st Quarter Report) 
New P&S Syphilis Diagnoses – January 1 to June 30, 2018 (First Half of 2018) 
New Early Latent Syphilis Diagnoses – January 1 to June 30, 2018 (First Half of 2018) 
 
 
Future Quarterly Report: 
 
 
Third Quarter 2018 Report: Release in November 2018 
Persons Living with HIV Infection, As of September 30, 2018 
HIV and AIDS Diagnoses, Calendar Year 2017 (Updated) 
P&S Syphilis and Early Latent Syphilis Diagnoses, First-Third Quarter 2018 (January-September 2018) 
 
 
 
Fourth Quarter 2018 Report: Release in February 2019 
Persons Living with HIV Infection, As of December 31, 2018 
HIV and AIDS Diagnoses, Calendar Year 2017 (Final Update) 
P&S Syphilis and Early Latent Syphilis Diagnoses, Calendar Year 2018  
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Abbreviations 

 

Asian/PI Asian/Pacific Islander 

CDC Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

FPHC Female presumed heterosexual contact 

FSF Female sex with female 

HRH High risk heterosexual contact 

IDU  Injection drug user 

MSM Men who have sex with men 

MSM/IDU Men who have sex with men and injection drug user 

NH Non-Hispanic 

PLWH  Persons living with HIV 

P&S  Primary and secondary syphilis 
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 !� UHSRUWHG ULVN SHU FDVH SRVVLEOH� &DVHV ZLWK 1R 5HSRUWHG
5LVN H[FOXGHG IURP GHQRPLQDWRU IRU ULVN SHUFHQW FDOFXODWLRQV
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6HFRQG 4XDUWHU ����

3HRSOH /LYLQJ ZLWK +,9�$,'6
E\ 5HJLRQ

DV RI -XQH ��� ����

1HZ�+,9�,QIHFWLRQV

WKUX�����������

1HZ�$,'6

,QIHFWLRQV�WKUX

����������

3HUVRQV�/LYLQJ�ZLWK

+,9�QRQ$,'6��WKUX

���������

3HUVRQV�/LYLQJ

ZLWK�$,'6�WKUX
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3HUVRQV�/LYLQJ

ZLWK�+,9�RU�$,'6

WKUX����������
5HJLRQ�� ��� ��� ����� ����� �����
5HJLRQ�� ��� ��� ����� ����� �����
5HJLRQ�� �� �� ��� ��� ���
5HJLRQ�� ��� �� ��� ��� �����
5HJLRQ�� �� �� ��� ��� �����
5HJLRQ�� �� �� ��� ��� ���
5HJLRQ�� ��� �� ��� ��� �����
5HJLRQ�� �� �� ��� ��� �����
5HJLRQ�� �� �� ��� ��� �����
6WDWH�7RWDO ����� ��� ������ ������ ������

5HJLRQ � �1HZ 2UOHDQV�� -HIIHUVRQ� 2UOHDQV� 3ODTXHPLQHV� 6W� %HUQDUG
5HJLRQ � �%DWRQ 5RXJH�� $VFHQVLRQ� (DVW %DWRQ 5RXJH� (DVW )HOLFLDQD� ,EHUYLOOH� 3RLQWH &RXSHH� :HVW %DWRQ 5RXJH�
:HVW )HOLFLDQD
5HJLRQ � �+RXPD�� $VVXPSWLRQ� /DIRXUFKH� 6W� &KDUOHV� 6W� -DPHV� 6W� -RKQ WKH %DSWLVW� 6W� 0DU\� 7HUUHERQQH
5HJLRQ � �/DID\HWWH�� $FDGLD� (YDQJHOLQH� ,EHULD� /DID\HWWH� 6W� /DQGU\� 6W� 0DUWLQ� 9HUPLOLRQ
5HJLRQ � �/DNH &KDUOHV�� $OOHQ� %HDXUHJDUG� &DOFDVLHX� &DPHURQ� -HIIHUVRQ 'DYLV
5HJLRQ � �$OH[DQGULD�� $YR\HOOHV� &DWDKRXOD� &RQFRUGLD� *UDQW� /D6DOOH� 5DSLGHV� 9HUQRQ� :LQQ
5HJLRQ � �6KUHYHSRUW�� %LHQYLOOH� %RVVLHU� &DGGR� &ODLERUQH� 'H 6RWR� 1DWFKLWRFKHV� 5HG 5LYHU� 6DELQH� :HEVWHU
5HJLRQ � �0RQURH�� &DOGZHOO� (DVW &DUUROO� )UDQNOLQ� -DFNVRQ� /LQFROQ� 0DGLVRQ� 0RUHKRXVH� 2XDFKLWD� 5LFKODQG�
7HQVDV� 8QLRQ� :HVW &DUUROO
5HJLRQ � �+DPPRQG�6OLGHOO�� /LYLQJVWRQ� 6W� +HOHQD� 6W� 7DPPDQ\� 7DQJLSDKRD� :DVKLQJWRQ
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6HFRQG 4XDUWHU ����

3HUVRQV /LYLQJ ZLWK +,9 ,QIHFWLRQ
5HJLRQ �� 1HZ 2UOHDQV 5HJLRQ

DV RI -XQH ��� ����
-HIIHUVRQ� 2UOHDQV� 3ODTXHPLQHV 	 6W� %HUQDUG 3DULVKHV
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0HQ :RPHQ 7UDQVJHQGHU�ZRPHQ 7UDQVJHQGHU�PHQ 5HJLRQ���7RWDOV
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6HFRQG 4XDUWHU ����

3HUVRQV /LYLQJ ZLWK +,9 ,QIHFWLRQ
5HJLRQ �� %DWRQ 5RXJH 5HJLRQ

DV RI -XQH ��� ����
$VFHQVLRQ� (DVW %DWRQ 5RXJH� (DVW )HOLFLDQD� ,EHUYLOOH� 3RLQWH &RXSHH� :HVW %DWRQ 5RXJH� 	 :HVW

)HOLFLDQD 3DULVKHV
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0HQ :RPHQ 7UDQVJHQGHU�ZRPHQ 5HJLRQ���7RWDOV
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5DFH�(WKQLFLW\
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0HQ :RPHQ 7UDQVJHQGHU�ZRPHQ 5HJLRQ���7RWDOV
1R� � 1R� � 1R� � 1R� �

([SRVXUH�&DWHJRU\
060
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6HFRQG 4XDUWHU ����

3HUVRQV /LYLQJ ZLWK +,9 ,QIHFWLRQ
5HJLRQ �� +RXPD 5HJLRQ

DV RI -XQH ��� ����
$VVXPSWLRQ� /DIRXUFKH� 6W� &KDUOHV� 6W� -DPHV� 6W� -RKQ WKH %DSWLVW� 6W� 0DU\� 	 7HUUHERQQH 3DULVKHV
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0HQ :RPHQ 7UDQVJHQGHU�ZRPHQ 5HJLRQ���7RWDOV
1R� � 1R� � 1R� � 1R� �

5DFH�(WKQLFLW\
$PHULFDQ�,QGLDQ
$VLDQ�3,
%ODFN��1+
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0HQ :RPHQ 7UDQVJHQGHU�ZRPHQ 5HJLRQ���7RWDOV
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6HFRQG 4XDUWHU ����

3HUVRQV /LYLQJ ZLWK +,9 ,QIHFWLRQ
5HJLRQ �� /DID\HWWH 5HJLRQ

DV RI -XQH ��� ����
$FDGLD� (YDQJHOLQH� ,EHULD� /DID\HWWH� 6W� /DQGU\� 6W� 0DUWLQ� 	 9HUPLOLRQ 3DULVKHV
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0HQ :RPHQ 7UDQVJHQGHU�ZRPHQ 5HJLRQ���7RWDOV
1R� � 1R� � 1R� � 1R� �

5DFH�(WKQLFLW\
$PHULFDQ�,QGLDQ
$VLDQ�3,
%ODFN��1+
+LVSDQLF�/DWLQ[
0XOWL�UDFH
:KLWH��1+
7RWDO
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0HQ :RPHQ 7UDQVJHQGHU�ZRPHQ 5HJLRQ���7RWDOV
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([SRVXUH�&DWHJRU\
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7UDQVZRPHQ���VH[�ZLWK�PHQ
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,'8
+5+
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7RWDO
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6HFRQG 4XDUWHU ����

3HUVRQV /LYLQJ ZLWK +,9 ,QIHFWLRQ
5HJLRQ �� /DNH &KDUOHV 5HJLRQ

DV RI -XQH ��� ����
$OOHQ� %HDXUHJDUG� &DOFDVLHX� &DPHURQ� 	 -HIIHUVRQ 'DYLV 3DULVKHV
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0HQ :RPHQ 7UDQVJHQGHU�ZRPHQ 5HJLRQ���7RWDOV
1R� � 1R� � 1R� � 1R� �

5DFH�(WKQLFLW\
$PHULFDQ�,QGLDQ
$VLDQ�3,
%ODFN��1+
+LVSDQLF�/DWLQ[
0XOWL�UDFH
:KLWH��1+
7RWDO
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0HQ :RPHQ 7UDQVJHQGHU�ZRPHQ 5HJLRQ���7RWDOV
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7RWDO
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6HFRQG 4XDUWHU ����

3HUVRQV /LYLQJ ZLWK +,9 ,QIHFWLRQ
5HJLRQ �� $OH[DQGULD 5HJLRQ

DV RI -XQH ��� ����
$YR\HOOHV� &DWDKRXOD� &RQFRUGLD� *UDQW� /D 6DOOH� 5DSLGHV� 9HUQRQ� 	 :LQQ 3DULVKHV
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0HQ :RPHQ 7UDQVJHQGHU�ZRPHQ 5HJLRQ���7RWDOV
1R� � 1R� � 1R� � 1R� �
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$PHULFDQ�,QGLDQ
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0HQ :RPHQ 7UDQVJHQGHU�ZRPHQ 5HJLRQ���7RWDOV
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7UDQVZRPHQ���VH[�ZLWK�PHQ
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6HFRQG 4XDUWHU ����

3HUVRQV /LYLQJ ZLWK +,9 ,QIHFWLRQ
5HJLRQ �� 6KUHYHSRUW 5HJLRQ

DV RI -XQH ��� ����
%LHQYLOOH� %RVVLHU� &DGGR� &ODLERUQH� 'H6RWR� 1DWFKLWRFKHV� 5HG 5LYHU� 6DELQH� 	 :HEVWHU 3DULVKHV
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0HQ :RPHQ 7UDQVJHQGHU�ZRPHQ 5HJLRQ���7RWDOV
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Following a person’s HIV diagnosis, individuals should immediately be linked into HIV medical 
care in order to begin antiretroviral therapy (ART) as well as to monitor their health and well-
being.  Initiation of ART decreases the patient’s viral load which improves patient health and 
significantly reduces the risk of transmitting the virus to others.  A person is considered virally 
suppressed when their viral load is less than 200 copies/mL.   
 

Between 2013-2017, Louisiana has made steady progress in increasing viral suppression among 
persons living with HIV (PLWH) and PLWH in HIV care.  A person is considered engaged in HIV 
care when they have had at least one CD4 count or viral load test conducted in the year of 
analysis.  During this 5-year period, the percentage of PLWH virally suppressed increased from 
48% in 2013 to 62% in 2017.  The percentage of PLWH in HIV care who were virally suppressed 
increased from 71% in 2013 to 83% in 2017.  Currently, Louisiana is on track to meet the 2020 
National HIV/AIDS Strategy (NHAS) Goal of increasing the percentage of persons diagnosed with 
HIV infection who are virally suppressed to at least 80%.   
 

PLWH – Persons Living with HIV  
In Care – PLWH who had at least one CD4 count or viral load test in the year of analysis
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