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* A syphilis diagnosis with less than one year duration is considered to be “early syphilis.” This 
designation covers the primary, secondary, and early non-P&S stages of syphilis.   
 1 

Surveillance Summary 
 

Data in this report includes cases diagnosed with HIV, AIDS, or Early Syphilis 
 

 In 2017, Louisiana ranked 4th in the nation for HIV case rates (22.1 per 100,000 population) and 
10th in the estimated number of HIV cases. The Baton Rouge MSA ranked 5th and the New Orleans 
MSA ranked 4th for HIV case rates (26.9 and 27.0 per 100,000, respectively), among the large 
metropolitan areas in the nation.  The most recent CDC HIV Surveillance Report (vol. 29) was 
released in November 2018 and provided the 2017 rankings. 
 

 According to the same report, Louisiana ranked 3rd highest in state AIDS case rates (10.8 per 
100,000) and 10th in the number of estimated AIDS cases in 2017. The Baton Rouge metropolitan 
area ranked 2nd in AIDS case rates (15.3 per 100,000) and the New Orleans metropolitan area 
ranked 6th in AIDS case rates (12.5 per 100,000) in 2017 among the large metropolitan areas in 
the nation.    
 

 In 2017, Louisiana ranked 3rd in the nation for primary and secondary (P&S) syphilis case rates 
(14.5 per 100,000 population) according to the 2017 CDC STD Surveillance Report. 
 

 As of September 30, 2018, a total of 22,101 persons were living with HIV infection (PLWH) in 
Louisiana; of these individuals, 11,197 persons (51%) have an AIDS diagnosis. 
 

 In 2017, 1,026 new HIV cases were diagnosed in Louisiana. Of these cases, 30% (n=307) occurred 
in Region 1 (New Orleans) and 21% (n=212) occurred in Region 2 (Baton Rouge). 

 

 As of September 30, 2018, a total of 856 persons were diagnosed with early syphilis* in Louisiana; 
472 persons were diagnosed with P&S syphilis, and 384 persons were diagnosed with early non-
P&S syphilis. Of the total early syphilis cases, 38% (n=323) occurred in Region 1 (New Orleans) 
and 16% (n=138) occurred in Region 2 (Baton Rouge).  

 

 The primary risk factor for new HIV diagnoses in Louisiana is men who have sex with men (MSM). 
In 2017, of the persons who reported a risk factor, 59% reported being MSM, and an additional 2% 
reported being MSM and an injection drug user (IDU). As of September 30, 2018, 45% of all people 
living with HIV infection in Louisiana were MSM. 
 

 The primary risk factor for early syphilis diagnoses in Louisiana is men who sex with men (MSM).  
As of September 30, 2018, of the persons who reported a risk factor, 55% reported being MSM, 
and 50% reported engaging in heterosexual activity. Persons could report multiple risk factors for 
syphilis diagnoses. 
 

 In Louisiana, 74% of new HIV cases, 72% of new AIDS cases, and 73% of the early syphilis 
diagnoses were among men.  

 

 African Americans in Louisiana are experiencing a severe health disparity in regards to HIV and 
STDs.  In 2017, 69% of newly diagnosed HIV cases and 72% of newly diagnosed AIDS cases were 
among African Americans. As of September 30, 2018, 68% of early syphilis cases were among 
African Americans. African Americans make up only 32% of Louisiana’s overall population. 

 

 A large percentage of new HIV and syphilis diagnoses occurred among adolescents and young 
adults. In 2017, 24% of all new HIV diagnoses occurred among persons 13-24 years old and an 
additional 37% occurred among persons 25-34 years old. As of September 30, 2018, 29% of all 
early syphilis diagnoses occurred among persons 13-24 years old and an additional 43% occurred 
among persons 25-34 years old. 
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Please note:  This report reflects only information reported to Louisiana’s HIV/AIDS and STD surveillance systems. 

New Quarterly Report Format: 
 
The format of the Quarterly Report has been redesigned starting Third Quarter 2017.  Besides for the 
removal of cumulative HIV/AIDS cases and cumulative HIV/AIDS deaths by state and region, the core 
content of the Quarterly Report remains the same with some new modifications described below. 
 
In efforts to more accurately present the data as it relates to gender identity, tables for persons living with 
HIV infection now include race/ethnicity and exposure category stratified by current gender identity (i.e. 
men, women, trans women, & trans men) rather than sex at birth.   
 
In addition, there are three new HIV/AIDS exposure categories:  “Trans women- sex with men,” “Trans 
women- sex with men/injection drug user (IDU),” and “Female presumed heterosexual contact” (FPHC).  In 
previous versions of the Quarterly Report, trans women who indicated engaging in sex with men would 
have their HIV exposure classified as “Men who has sex with men” (MSM) or “MSM/IDU.”  The new 
exposure categories (“Trans women- sex with men” & “Trans women- sex with men/IDU”) acknowledge 
and highlight the differences in gender identity between gay and bisexual men versus trans women as well 
as strive to better describe the populations affected by HIV in Louisiana.    
 
In previous Quarterly Reports, a significant number of HIV-positive women who did not meet the stringent 
“high risk” criteria for “Heterosexual contact” were classified as “No identified risk.”  In an effort to better 
capture and present heterosexual transmission of HIV among women, the STD/HIV Program has used an 
algorithm from the Centers for Disease Control that re-categorizes many women formerly classified as “No 
identified risk” as now meeting the exposure criteria for FPHC.  The primary criteria for FPHC includes:  sex 
at birth is female, answered ‘yes’ to sex with men, answered ‘no’ to injection drug use, and has no other 
documentation that would suggest an alternative mode of HIV acquisition. 
 
 
Changes to Syphilis Case Definition 
 
The Quarterly Report includes revisions to the surveillance case definition for syphilis as approved by the 
Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE) effective January 1, 2018.  Of note, the 
nomenclature for “Early latent syphilis” has been changed to “Early non-primary non-secondary syphilis.”  
Throughout the Quarterly Report it has been abbreviated to “Early non-P&S syphilis.”  Please refer to the 
following documentation for additional information on all other syphilis case definition revisions: 
https://www.cdc.gov/std/stats/DCL-syph-case-def-sept-4-2017.pdf. 
 
 
 
Time Periods for this Quarterly Report (Third Quarter 2018 Report):  
Persons Living with HIV Infection – As of September 30, 2018 
New HIV Diagnoses – Calendar Year 2017 (Updated from 2nd Quarter Report) 
New AIDS Diagnoses – Calendar Year 2017 (Updated from 2nd Quarter Report) 
New P&S Syphilis Diagnoses – January 1 to September 30, 2018 (First Nine Months of 2018) 
New Early non-P&S Syphilis Diagnoses – January 1 to September 30, 2018 (First Nine Months of 2018) 
 
 
Future Quarterly Report: 
 
Fourth Quarter 2018 Report: Release in February 2019 
Persons Living with HIV Infection, As of December 31, 2018 
HIV and AIDS Diagnoses, Calendar Year 2017 (Final Update) 
P&S Syphilis and Early non-P&S Syphilis Diagnoses, Calendar Year 2018 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/std/stats/DCL-syph-case-def-sept-4-2017.pdf
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Abbreviations 

 

Asian/PI Asian/Pacific Islander 

CDC Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

FPHC Female presumed heterosexual contact 

FSF Female sex with female 

HRH High risk heterosexual contact 

IDU  Injection drug user 

MSM Men who have sex with men 

MSM/IDU Men who have sex with men and injection drug user 

NH Non-Hispanic 

PLWH  Persons living with HIV 

P&S  Primary and secondary syphilis 
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3HRSOH /LYLQJ ZLWK +,9�$,'6
E\ 5HJLRQ
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5HJLRQ � �%DWRQ 5RXJH�� $VFHQVLRQ� (DVW %DWRQ 5RXJH� (DVW )HOLFLDQD� ,EHUYLOOH� 3RLQWH &RXSHH� :HVW %DWRQ 5RXJH�
:HVW )HOLFLDQD
5HJLRQ � �+RXPD�� $VVXPSWLRQ� /DIRXUFKH� 6W� &KDUOHV� 6W� -DPHV� 6W� -RKQ WKH %DSWLVW� 6W� 0DU\� 7HUUHERQQH
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5HJLRQ � �/DNH &KDUOHV�� $OOHQ� %HDXUHJDUG� &DOFDVLHX� &DPHURQ� -HIIHUVRQ 'DYLV
5HJLRQ � �$OH[DQGULD�� $YR\HOOHV� &DWDKRXOD� &RQFRUGLD� *UDQW� /D6DOOH� 5DSLGHV� 9HUQRQ� :LQQ
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3HUVRQV /LYLQJ ZLWK +,9 ,QIHFWLRQ
5HJLRQ �� %DWRQ 5RXJH 5HJLRQ
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3HUVRQV /LYLQJ ZLWK +,9 ,QIHFWLRQ
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3HUVRQV /LYLQJ ZLWK +,9 ,QIHFWLRQ
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3HUVRQV /LYLQJ ZLWK +,9 ,QIHFWLRQ
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3HUVRQV /LYLQJ ZLWK +,9 ,QIHFWLRQ
5HJLRQ �� $OH[DQGULD 5HJLRQ
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3HUVRQV /LYLQJ ZLWK +,9 ,QIHFWLRQ
5HJLRQ �� 6KUHYHSRUW 5HJLRQ

DV RI 6HSWHPEHU ��� ����
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#ROCKTHERIBBONSHOW YOUR
SUPPORT FOR PEOPLE

LIVING WITH HIV

In 2017, an estimated                                people were living with HIV.36.9 million

SOURCES:  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; UNAIDS

An estimated                          people were diagnosed with HIV  in 2017,           
a 47% decrease since diagnoses peaked in 1996.

HIV & AIDS in the United States

Since the start of the epidemic,                               people have died from an
AIDS-related illness.

35.4 million

1.8 million

There are over 1.1 million Americans living with HIV. 
In 2016, nearly 40,000 people were diagnosed with HIV.

 In 2016, 18,160 people were diagnosed with AIDS.

The HIV epidemic affects some groups of people more
than others, including...

Gay & Bisexual Men African Americans &
Hispanics/Latinx 

Persons Living in the
Southern United States

There are many factors that contribute to a person's risk for
HIV and their overall health.  Some of these factors include:

Education Access to
Healthcare

Safe & Stable
Housing

Stigma &
Discrimination

Employment Supportive
Family &

Community

By adopting economic and social policies that positively impact our
  well-being and supporting healthy individual behaviors, we can

help eliminate HIV's unequal burden on members of our community.

Across the World

#IWEARREDBECAUSE



What YOU can do to prevent the spread of HIV  

  HIV and AIDS
      in Louisiana

In 2017, there were 21,438 people living with HIV in Louisiana. 
 
Over Half have had a prior AIDS diagnosis.

Among new HIV diagnoses in 2017 in Louisiana, 1 in 5 were
late testers.  Late testers are people diagnosed with AIDS

within 6 months of their HIV diagnosis.

Use condoms correctly
every time you have
oral, anal, or vaginal sex.

If you are HIV-negative, ask
your doctor about PrEP.  The
daily pill to prevent HIV.

Get tested and treated for
other sexually transmitted
diseases (STDs).  

Avoid sharing needles
and other injecting

equipment.

If you are living with HIV,
take your HIV medicine

to maintain an
undetectable viral load.

Know your status and
your partner's status. 

Get tested for HIV.

For more information on HIV and testing locations near you visit: lahhub.org

Among persons living with HIV in 2017...

71% were male
2 in 3 were

African American
Over half were

45 and older

Between 2016 and 2017, the number of new HIV diagnoses in Louisiana
decreased by 9%.




