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* A syphilis diagnosis with less than one year duration is considered to be “early syphilis.” This designation covers the 
primary, secondary, and early non-P&S stages of syphilis.   

 1 

Surveillance Summary 
 

Data in this report includes cases diagnosed with HIV, AIDS, and Early and Congenital Syphilis 
 

 In 2020, Louisiana ranked 4th in the nation for HIV case rates (15.6 per 100,000 population) and 11th 
in the estimated number of HIV cases. The Baton Rouge MSA ranked 7th and the New Orleans MSA 
ranked 9th for HIV case rates (18.4 and 17.3 per 100,000, respectively), among the large metropolitan 
areas in the nation.  The CDC HIV Surveillance Report (vol. 32) was released in May 2022.  The CDC 
no longer provides AIDS rankings in the annual report.   
 

 In 2020, Louisiana ranked 12th in the nation for primary and secondary (P&S) syphilis case rates (15.1 
per 100,000 population) according to the 2020 CDC STD Surveillance Report. 
 

 As of December 31, 2022, a total of 22,777 people were living with HIV (PLWH) in Louisiana; of these 
individuals, 11,071 people (49%) have an AIDS diagnosis. 
 

 In 2021, 902 new HIV cases were diagnosed in Louisiana. Of these cases, 27% (n=247) occurred in 
Region 1 (New Orleans) and 19% (n=174) occurred in Region 2 (Baton Rouge). 
 

 Between January 1 through December 31, 2022, a total of 1,747 people were diagnosed with early 
syphilis* in Louisiana; 1,034 people were diagnosed with P&S syphilis, and 713 people were 
diagnosed with early non-P&S syphilis. Of the total early syphilis cases, 24% (n=424) occurred in 
Region 1 (New Orleans) and 18% (n=306) occurred in Region 2 (Baton Rouge).  
 

 The primary risk factor for new HIV diagnoses in Louisiana is gay, bisexual, and other men who have 
sex with men (GBM). In 2021, among new diagnoses who reported a risk factor, 57% reported being 
GBM, and an additional 2% reported being GBM and a person who injects drugs. As of December 31, 
2022, 46% of all people with a reported risk factor living with HIV in Louisiana were GBM. 
 

 The primary risk factor for early syphilis diagnoses in Louisiana is heterosexual activity. As of 
December 31, 2022, of the people who reported a risk factor, 50% reported heterosexual activity, and 
25% reported engaging in any type of illegal drug use. Additionally, 25% reported being gay, bisexual, 
or other men who have sex with men.  People could report multiple risk factors for syphilis diagnoses. 
 

 In Louisiana, 74% of new HIV cases, 68% of new AIDS cases, and 66% of the early syphilis diagnoses 
were among men.  
 

 Black people in Louisiana experience severe health disparities in regards to HIV and STDs.  In 2021, 
65% of newly diagnosed HIV cases and 66% of newly diagnosed AIDS cases were Black. As of 
December 31, 2022, 59% of early syphilis cases with a reported race/ethnicity were Black.  Only 32% 
of Louisiana’s overall population is Black. 
 

 A large percentage of new HIV and syphilis diagnoses occurred among adolescents and young adults. 
In 2021, 25% of all new HIV diagnoses occurred among people 13-24 years old and an additional 33% 
occurred among people 25-34 years old. As of December 31, 2022, 25% of all early syphilis diagnoses 
occurred among people 13-24 years old and an additional 35% occurred among people 25-34 years 
old. 
 

 In 2021, Louisiana ranked 7th in the nation for congenital syphilis case rates (106.9 per 100,000 live 

births). Between January 1st and December 31st 2022, a total of 83 mothers and infants have been 

linked to a congenital syphilis case. Among them, 19.3% (n=16) resided in Region 2 (Baton Rouge) 

and 18.1% resided in Region 8 (Monroe). During that same period, 65.1% (n=54) of cases were 

among Black mothers, and 32.5% (n=27) were between the ages of 25 to 29 at delivery. 
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Please note:  This report reflects only information reported to Louisiana’s HIV/AIDS and STD surveillance systems. 

Changes to Syphilis Case Definition 
 
The Quarterly Report includes revisions to the surveillance case definition for syphilis as approved by the 
Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE) effective January 1, 2018.  Of note, the 
nomenclature for “Early latent syphilis” has been changed to “Early non-primary non-secondary syphilis.”  
Throughout the Quarterly Report it has been abbreviated to “Early non-P&S syphilis.”  Please refer to the 
following documentation for additional information on all other syphilis case definition revisions: 
https://www.cdc.gov/std/stats/DCL-syph-case-def-sept-4-2017.pdf. 
 
 Congenital Syphilis Case Definition  
 
A case of congenital syphilis (CS) occurs when a pregnant woman diagnosed with inadequately treated 
syphilis passes the infection on to her infant in utero or during delivery. This may result in stillbirth, death 
of the newborn, or significant future health and developmental problems. A wide spectrum of severity 
exists, from inapparent infection to severe cases that are clinically apparent at birth. An infant or child 
(aged less than 2 years) may have signs such as hepatosplenomegaly, rash, condyloma lata, snuffles, 
jaundice (nonviral hepatitis), pseudoparalysis, anemia, or edema (nephrotic syndrome and/or 
malnutrition). An older child may have stigmata (e.g., interstitial keratitis, nerve deafness, anterior bowing 
of shins, frontal bossing, mulberry molars, Hutchinson teeth, saddle nose, rhagades, or Clutton joints). 
 
Updates to HIV Transmission Categories  
 
Starting in 2019, the Quarterly Report has updated HIV transmission category names using people first 
language.  Men who have sex with men (MSM) is now “Gay, bisexual, and other men who have sex with 
men” (GBM).  Injection drug use (IDU) is now “Persons who inject drugs” (PWID). 
 
A significant number of women living with HIV do not meet the stringent “high risk” criteria for “Heterosexual 
contact” and are classified as “No identified risk.”  In an effort to better capture and present heterosexual 
transmission of HIV among women, the STD, HIV, & Hepatitis Program has used an algorithm from the 
Centers for Disease Control that re-categorizes many women formerly classified as “No identified risk” as 
now meeting the exposure criteria for “Female presumed heterosexual contact” (FPHC).  The primary 
criteria for FPHC includes:  sex at birth is female, answered ‘yes’ to sex with men, answered ‘no’ to injection 
drug use, and has no other documentation that would suggest an alternative mode of HIV acquisition. 
 
 
Time Periods for this Quarterly Report (Fourth Quarter 2021 Report):  
Persons Living with HIV – As of December 31, 2022 
New HIV Diagnoses – Calendar Year 2021 (Updated from 3rd Quarter Report)  
New AIDS Diagnoses – Calendar Year 2021 (Updated from 3rd Quarter Report) 
New P&S Syphilis Diagnoses – January 1 to December 31, 2022 (Calendar Year 2022) 
Early non-P&S Syphilis Diagnoses – January 1 to December 31, 2022 (Calendar Year 2022) 
Congenital Syphilis Cases – January 1 to December 31, 2022 (Calendar Year 2022) 
 
 
Future Quarterly Report: 
 
First Quarter 2023 Report: Release in May 2023 
Persons Living with HIV- As of March 31, 2023 
HIV and AIDS Diagnoses- Calendar Year 2022  
P&S Syphilis Diagnoses- January 1 – March 31, 2023 (First Quarter 2023) 
Early non-P&S Syphilis Diagnoses- January 1 – March 31, 2023 (First Quarter 2023) 
Congenital Syphilis Cases- January 1 – March 31, 2023 (First Quarter 2023) 

https://www.cdc.gov/std/stats/DCL-syph-case-def-sept-4-2017.pdf
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Of the 309 People Diagnosed with Mpox in Louisiana:

HIV and sexually transmitted infections (STIs) are
common among people diagnosed with mpox.

52% had HIV 35% had an STI diagnosis
in the past year

63% had either HIV
or an STI diagnosis

STI diagnoses include:  Chlamydia, gonorrhea, or early syphilis in the 12 months prior to mpox diagnosis.

Of the 9,440 People
Vaccinated Against Mpox

in Louisiana*:

13 (2.4%)  were
diagnosed with mpox

only 2 (0.2%) were
diagnosed with mpox

Of the 545 PLWH
Partially Vaccinated

Against Mpox in Louisiana:

20% were PLWH 24% were PLWH 14% were PLWH

Of the 5,560 People
Fully Vaccinated Against

Mpox in Louisiana:

Of the 3,880 People
Partially Vaccinated

Against Mpox in
Louisiana:

Of the 1,304 PLWH
Fully Vaccinated

Against Mpox in Louisiana:

*Includes people fully or partially vaccinated

Data as of 02/15/2023.  Data from the Louisiana Department of Health Office of Public Health Bureau of Infectious Diseases.
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