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* A syphilis diagnosis with less than one year duration is considered to be “early syphilis.” This 
designation covers the primary, secondary, and early non-P&S stages of syphilis.   
 1 

Surveillance Summary 
 

Data in this report includes cases diagnosed with HIV, AIDS, or Early Syphilis 
 

 In 2018, Louisiana ranked 4th in the nation for HIV case rates (21.2 per 100,000 population) and 
11th in the estimated number of HIV cases. The Baton Rouge MSA ranked 4th and the New Orleans 
MSA ranked 6th for HIV case rates (27.5 and 24.6 per 100,000, respectively), among the large 
metropolitan areas in the nation.  The most recent CDC HIV Surveillance Report (vol. 30) was 
released in November 2019 and provided the 2018 rankings. 
 

 According to the same report, Louisiana ranked 4th highest in state AIDS case rates (9.1 per 
100,000) and 12th in the number of estimated AIDS cases in 2018. The New Orleans metropolitan 
area ranked 5th in AIDS case rates (12.9 per 100,000) and the Baton Rouge metropolitan area 
ranked 10th in AIDS case rates (9.4 per 100,000) in 2018 among the large metropolitan areas in 
the nation.    
 

 In 2018, Louisiana ranked 7th in the nation for primary and secondary (P&S) syphilis case rates 
(14.3 per 100,000 population) according to the 2018 CDC STD Surveillance Report. 
 

 As of December 31, 2019, a total of 22,317 persons were living with HIV (PLWH) in Louisiana; of 
these individuals, 11,208 persons (50%) have an AIDS diagnosis. 
 

 In 2018, 978 new HIV cases were diagnosed in Louisiana. Of these cases, 28% (n=278) occurred 
in Region 1 (New Orleans) and 22% (n=216) occurred in Region 2 (Baton Rouge). 

 

 As of December 31, 2019, a total of 1,143 persons were diagnosed with early syphilis* in Louisiana; 
640 persons were diagnosed with P&S syphilis, and 503 persons were diagnosed with early non-
P&S syphilis. Of the total early syphilis cases, 29% (n=337) occurred in Region 1 (New Orleans) 
and 17% (n=198) occurred in Region 2 (Baton Rouge).  

 

 The primary risk factor for new HIV diagnoses in Louisiana is gay, bisexual, and other men who 
have sex with men (GBM). In 2018, among persons who reported a risk factor, 52% reported being 
GBM, and an additional 2% reported being GBM and a person who injects drugs. As of December 
31, 2019, 45% of all people with a reported risk factor living with HIV in Louisiana were GBM. 
 

 The primary risk factor for early syphilis diagnoses in Louisiana is gay, bisexual, and other men 
who have sex with men (GBM).  As of December 31, 2019, of the persons who reported a risk 
factor, 54% reported being GBM, and 52% reported engaging in heterosexual activity. Persons 
could report multiple risk factors for syphilis diagnoses. 
 

 In Louisiana, 72% of new HIV cases, 67% of new AIDS cases, and 74% of the early syphilis 
diagnoses were among men.  

 

 African Americans in Louisiana are experiencing a severe health disparity in regards to HIV and 
STDs.  In 2018, 70% of newly diagnosed HIV cases and 72% of newly diagnosed AIDS cases were 
among African Americans. As of December 31, 2019, 65% of early syphilis cases were among 
African Americans. African Americans make up only 32% of Louisiana’s overall population. 

 

 A large percentage of new HIV and syphilis diagnoses occurred among adolescents and young 
adults. In 2018, 23% of all new HIV diagnoses occurred among persons 13-24 years old and an 
additional 36% occurred among persons 25-34 years old. As of December 31, 2019, 51% of all 
early syphilis diagnoses occurred among persons 13-29 years old and an additional 29% occurred 
among persons 30-39 years old. 
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2 
Please note:  This report reflects only information reported to Louisiana’s HIV/AIDS and STD surveillance systems. 

Changes to Syphilis Case Definition 
 
The Quarterly Report includes revisions to the surveillance case definition for syphilis as approved by the 
Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE) effective January 1, 2018.  Of note, the 
nomenclature for “Early latent syphilis” has been changed to “Early non-primary non-secondary syphilis.”  
Throughout the Quarterly Report it has been abbreviated to “Early non-P&S syphilis.”  Please refer to the 
following documentation for additional information on all other syphilis case definition revisions: 
https://www.cdc.gov/std/stats/DCL-syph-case-def-sept-4-2017.pdf. 
 
 
Updates to HIV Transmission Categories  
 
Starting in 2019, the Quarterly Report has updated HIV transmission category names using people first 
language.  Men who have sex with men (MSM) is now “Gay, bisexual, and other men who have sex with 
men” (GBM).  Injection drug use (IDU) is now “Persons who inject drugs” (PWID). 
 
A significant number of women living with HIV do not meet the stringent “high risk” criteria for “Heterosexual 
contact” and are classified as “No identified risk.”  In an effort to better capture and present heterosexual 
transmission of HIV among women, the STD, HIV, & Hepatitis Program has used an algorithm from the 
Centers for Disease Control that re-categorizes many women formerly classified as “No identified risk” as 
now meeting the exposure criteria for “Female presumed heterosexual contact” (FPHC).  The primary 
criteria for FPHC includes:  sex at birth is female, answered ‘yes’ to sex with men, answered ‘no’ to injection 
drug use, and has no other documentation that would suggest an alternative mode of HIV acquisition. 
 
 
 
 
Time Periods for this Quarterly Report (Fourth Quarter 2019 Report):  
Persons Living with HIV – As of December 31, 2019 
New HIV Diagnoses – Calendar Year 2018 (Updated from 3rd Quarter Report)  
New AIDS Diagnoses – Calendar Year 2018 (Updated from 3rd Quarter Report) 
New P&S Syphilis Diagnoses – January 1 to December 31, 2019 (Calendar Year 2019) 
Early non-P&S Syphilis Diagnoses – January 1 to December 31, 2019 (Calendar Year 2019) 
 
 
Future Quarterly Report: 
 
First Quarter 2019 Report: Release in May 2020 
Persons Living with HIV- As of March 31, 2019 
HIV and AIDS Diagnoses- Calendar Year 2019  
P&S Syphilis Diagnoses- January 1 – March 31, 2020 (First Quarter 2020) 
Early non-P&S Syphilis Diagnoses- January 1 – March 31, 2020 (First Quarter 2020) 

https://www.cdc.gov/std/stats/DCL-syph-case-def-sept-4-2017.pdf
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March 2020 

 
On March 12, 2020, the CDC released a report titled HIV Surveillance Data Tables (early release):  Core 

Indicators for Monitoring the Ending the HIV Epidemic Initiative using surveillance data reported through 

December 2019.  This report provides data for years 2017 and 2018 on the six core indicators that will be 

used to monitor the Ending the HIV Epidemic (EHE) initiative.  Data are summarized below for Louisiana, 

East Baton Rouge Parish, and Orleans Parish.  The full report can be found here:  

https://www.cdc.gov/hiv/pdf/library/reports/ehe-core-indicators/cdc-hiv-ehe-core-indicators-2019.pdf 

 
Indicators 1, 2, and 6 are estimates and do not represent the exact number or proportion of cases reported 

from state surveillance data.  Estimates are rounded to the nearest 100 for estimates of >1,000 and to the 

nearest 10 for estimates of ≤1,000 to reflect model uncertainty.   

 

Estimated numbers include a Relative Standard Error (RSE) expressed as a percentage.  RSE is a measure 

of the reliability (i.e. precision) of an estimated number.  Estimates with an RSE of 30%-50% are marked 

by an asterisk (*) and should be used with caution because they do not meet the standard of reliability.  

East Baton Rouge Parish and Orleans Parish incidence estimates for Indicator #1 are marked by an asterisk 

(*) and, therefore, should be interpreted with caution as they do not meet the standard of reliability.        

 

Estimated numbers also include a Confidence Interval (CI).  A CI is a range of values in which the 

measurement of interest is likely contained.  Smaller estimated numbers tend to have wider confidence 

intervals and are typically less precise than larger estimated numbers. 

 

Indicators 3, 4, and 5 are not estimates and instead show the exact number of cases reported from state 

surveillance data.  

 

 

Indicator #1:  New HIV Infections  

 

The estimated number of new HIV infections in 2017 & 2018 among persons aged ≥13 years are presented 

below.  Estimates are derived from HIV surveillance data and CD4 count data for persons aged ≥13 years 

at diagnosis.  East Baton Rouge Parish and Orleans Parish incidence estimates are marked by an asterisk 

(*) and, therefore, should be interpreted with caution as they do not meet the standard of reliability.   

 

 

Abbreviations: RSE, relative standard error; CI, confidence interval. 

Area of Residence Number RSE (%) 95% CI Number RSE (%) 95% CI

Louisiana 1,100 16.7 730-1,400 1,100 18.9 720-1,600

East Baton Rouge Parish* 190 35.0 60-330 210 38.7 50-380

Orleans Parish* 190 35.8 60-320 180 42.5 30-330

2017 2018

Estimated HIV Incidence Among Persons Aged ≥13 years

https://www.cdc.gov/hiv/pdf/library/reports/ehe-core-indicators/cdc-hiv-ehe-core-indicators-2019.pdf
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Indicator #2:  Knowledge of HIV Status 

 

The estimated total HIV prevalence (diagnosed and undiagnosed) and percentage of persons with 

diagnosed HIV infection in 2017 and 2018 are presented below.  Estimates for the year 2018 are 

preliminary and based on deaths reported to the CDC as of December 2019.  Estimates are derived from 

HIV surveillance data and CD4 count data for persons aged  ≥13 years at diagnosis.  Estimates are rounded 

to the nearest 100 for estimates of >1,000 and to the nearest 10 for estimates of ≤1,000 to reflect model 

uncertainty.  All estimates presented in the table below for Louisiana, East Baton Rouge Parish, and 

Orleans Parish meet the standard of reliability.  Nationally, an estimated 85.8% of persons aged ≥13 years 

in 2017 were living with diagnosed HIV, and in 2018, an estimated 86.2% of persons aged ≥13 years were 

diagnosed.  

 

Abbreviations: RSE, relative standard error; CI, confidence interval. 
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Indicator #3:  HIV Diagnoses 

 

The number of HIV diagnoses confirmed by laboratory or clinical evidence in 2017 and 2018 are presented 

below.  Data are based on residence at time of HIV diagnosis. The numbers below are not an estimate and 

are instead the reported number of cases from Louisiana in December 2019.  

 

 

Indicator #4:  Linkage to HIV Medical Care 

The percentage of persons who have received an HIV diagnosis in 2017 or 2018 and were linked to HIV 

medical care within one month of their HIV diagnosis are presented below.  Nationally, 77.8% of persons 

diagnosed with HIV in 2017 were linked to HIV medical care within one month of diagnosis, and in 2018, 

80.2% were linked to HIV medical care within one month of diagnosis. 

 

Abbreviations: CD4, CD4+ T-lymphocyte count (cells/μL) or percentage; VL, viral load (copies/mL). 
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Indicator #5:  HIV Viral Suppression   

The percentage of persons living with diagnosed HIV who have a suppressed viral load at the most 

recent test in the calendar year are presented below for years 2017 and 2018.  Nationally, 63.1% of 

persons living with HIV aged ≥13 years were virally suppressed in 2017 and 64.7% were virally 

suppressed in 2018. 

 
Abbreviations: VL, viral load (copies/mL). 
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Indicator #6:  Preexposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) Coverage 

The percentage of the estimated number of persons prescribed PrEP relative to the estimated number 

of persons with indications for PrEP are presented below for years 2017 and 2018.  Nationally, 12.6% of 

persons aged ≥16 with indications for PrEP were prescribed PrEP in 2017 and in 2018, PrEP coverage 

increased to 18.1%. 

 

aEstimated using 2017 data from IQVIA pharmacy database. 
bEstimated using 2017 data from National HIV Surveillance System, National Health and Nutrition Examination 

Survey, and American Census Survey. 
cPrEP coverage, reported as a percentage, was calculated as the number who have been prescribed PrEP divided 

by the estimated number of persons who had indications for PrEP. 

Persons 

prescribed 

PrEPa

Persons with 

PrEP 

indicationsb

PrEP coveragec

Area of Residence Number Number %

Louisiana 2,347 15,231 15.4

East Baton Rouge Parish 207 1,221 17.0

Orleans Parish 1,035 5,231 19.8

Louisiana 3,468 15,231 22.8

East Baton Rouge Parish 441 1,221 36.1

Orleans Parish 1,399 5,231 26.7

2017

Number of Persons Prescribed PrEP, Number of Persons with PrEP 

indications, & PrEP Coverage among Persons Aged ≥16 years

2018
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