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* A syphilis diagnosis with less than one year duration is considered to be “early syphilis.” This designation covers the 
primary, secondary, and early non-P&S stages of syphilis.   
 1 

Surveillance Summary 
 

Data in this report includes cases diagnosed with HIV, AIDS, and Early and Congenital Syphilis 
 

• In 2021, Louisiana ranked 3rd in the nation for HIV diagnosis rates (19.5 new diagnoses per 100,000 
population) and 11th in the estimated number of HIV diagnoses. The Baton Rouge MSA ranked 5th 
and the New Orleans MSA ranked 6th for HIV diagnosis rates (22.0 new diagnoses and 21.8 new 
diagnoses per 100,000, respectively), among the large metropolitan areas in the nation.  The CDC 
HIV Surveillance Report (vol. 34) was released in May 2023.  The CDC no longer provides AIDS 
rankings in the annual report.   
 

• In 2021, Louisiana ranked 11th in the nation for primary and secondary (P&S) syphilis diagnoses rates 
(21.5 new diagnoses per 100,000 population) according to the 2021 CDC STD Surveillance Report. 
 

• As of September 30, 2023, a total of 23,974 people were living with HIV (PLWH) in Louisiana; of these 
individuals, 10,990 people (48%) have an AIDS diagnosis. 
 

• In 2022, 858 people were newly diagnosed with HIV in Louisiana. Of people newly diagnosed, 24% 
(n=207) occurred in Region 1 (New Orleans) and 19% (n=167) occurred in Region 2 (Baton Rouge). 
 

• Between January 1 and September 30, 2023, a total of 1,343 people were diagnosed with early 
syphilis* in Louisiana; 802 people were diagnosed with P&S syphilis, and 541 people were diagnosed 
with early non-P&S syphilis. Of all the people diagnosed with early syphilis, 24% (n=320) occurred in 
Region 1 (New Orleans) and 19% (n=258) occurred in Region 2 (Baton Rouge).  
 

• The primary risk factor for people newly diagnosed with HIV in Louisiana is gay, bisexual, and other 
men who have sex with men (GBM). In 2022, among new diagnoses who reported a risk factor, 61% 
reported being GBM, and an additional 2% reported being GBM and a person who injects drugs. As 
of September 30, 2023, 46% of all people with a reported risk factor living with HIV in Louisiana were 
GBM. 
 

• The primary risk factor for people diagnosed with early syphilis in Louisiana is heterosexual activity. 
As of September 30, 2023, of the people who reported a risk factor, 61% reported heterosexual activity, 
and 33% reported engaging in any type of illegal drug use. Additionally, 39% reported being gay, 
bisexual, or other men who have sex with men. People could report multiple risk factors for syphilis 
diagnoses. 
 

• In Louisiana, 74% of people newly diagnosed with HIV, 72% of people newly diagnosed with AIDS, 
and 66% of people diagnosed with early syphilis were men.  
 

• Black people in Louisiana experience severe health disparities in regards to HIV and STDs. In 2022, 
63% of people newly diagnosed with HIV and 63% of people newly diagnosed with AIDS were Black. 
As of September 30, 2023, 56% of early syphilis cases with a reported race/ethnicity were Black.  Only 
32% of Louisiana’s overall population is Black. 
 

• A large percentage of new HIV and syphilis diagnoses occurred among adolescents and young adults. 
In 2022, 23% of people newly diagnosed with HIV were 13-24 years old and an additional 35% were 
25-34 years old. As of September 30, 2023, 23% of people diagnosed with early syphilis were 13-24 
years old and an additional 36% were 25-34 years old. 
 

• In 2021, Louisiana ranked 3rd in the nation for congenital syphilis case rates (191.5 per 100,000 live 
births). Between January 1 and September 30 2023, a total of 45 mothers and infants have been 
linked to a congenital syphilis case. Among them, 47% (n=21) resided in Region 1 (New Orleans), 
Region 4 (Lafayette), and Region 8 (Monroe). During that same period, 49% (n=22) of cases were 
among Black mothers, and 64% (n=29) were between the ages of 20 to 29 at delivery. 
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Please note:  This report reflects only information reported to Louisiana’s HIV/AIDS and STD surveillance systems. Data are subject 
to change. 

Changes to Gender Variable 
 
The gender variable now encompasses five genders: man, woman, transgender man, transgender woman, 
and additional gender identity. The gender category “additional gender identity” was added to include those 
who identified as gender queer, gender non-conforming, or non-binary. Gender defaults to birth sex unless 
a gender identity different from birth sex has been collected from medical chart review, case management 
notes, or during a partner services interview. People of transgender and additional gender identities are 
likely undercounted. 
 
Changes to Syphilis Case Definition 
 
The Quarterly Report includes revisions to the surveillance case definition for syphilis as approved by the 
Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE) effective January 1, 2018.  Of note, the 
nomenclature for “Early latent syphilis” has been changed to “Early non-primary non-secondary syphilis.”  
Throughout the Quarterly Report it has been abbreviated to “Early non-P&S syphilis.”  Please refer to the 
following documentation for additional information on all other syphilis case definition revisions: 
https://www.cdc.gov/std/stats/DCL-syph-case-def-sept-4-2017.pdf. 
 
Congenital Syphilis Case Definition  
 
A case of congenital syphilis (CS) occurs when a pregnant woman diagnosed with inadequately treated 
syphilis passes the infection on to her infant in utero or during delivery. This may result in stillbirth, death of 
the newborn, or significant future health and developmental problems. A wide spectrum of severity exists, 
from inapparent infection to severe cases that are clinically apparent at birth. An infant or child (aged less 
than 2 years) may have signs such as hepatosplenomegaly, rash, condyloma lata, snuffles, jaundice 
(nonviral hepatitis), pseudoparalysis, anemia, or edema (nephrotic syndrome and/or malnutrition). An older 
child may have stigmata (e.g., interstitial keratitis, nerve deafness, anterior bowing of shins, frontal bossing, 
mulberry molars, Hutchinson teeth, saddle nose, rhagades, or Clutton joints). 
 
 
 
Time Periods for this Quarterly Report (Third Quarter 2023 Report):  
People Living with HIV – As of September 30, 2023 
People Newly Diagnosed with HIV – Calendar Year 2022  
People Newly Diagnosed with AIDS– Calendar Year 2022 
People Newly Diagnosed with P&S Syphilis– January 1 to September 30, 2023  
People Newly Diagnosed with Early non-P&S Syphilis– January 1 to September 30, 2023  
Cases of Congenital Syphilis– January 1 to September 30, 2023 
 
 
Future Quarterly Report: 
 
Fourth Quarter 2023 Report: Release in February 2024 
People Living with HIV- As of December 31, 2023 
People Diagnosed with HIV and AIDS, Calendar Year 2022 
People Diagnosed with P&S Syphilis, January-December 2023 
People Diagnosed with Early non-P&S Syphilis, January-December 2023 
Cases of Congenital Syphilis, January-December 2023 

https://www.cdc.gov/std/stats/DCL-syph-case-def-sept-4-2017.pdf
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In 2022, an estimated                           people were living with HIV.39 million

SOURCES:  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; UNAIDS

An estimated                         people were diagnosed with HIV  in 2022,           
a 38% decrease since 2010.

HIV & AIDS in the United States

Since the start of the epidemic, an estimated                              people have 
died from an AIDS-related illness.

40.4 million

1.3 million

There are over 1 million Americans living with HIV.  
In 2021, over 35,000 people were diagnosed with HIV.
In 2021, over 16,000 people were diagnosed with AIDS.

The HIV epidemic affects some groups of people more than 
others, including:

Gay & Bisexual Men Black & Hispanic/Latinx 
People 

Persons Living in the 
Southern United States

There are many factors that contribute to a person's risk for HIV and 
their overall health.  Some of these factors include:

Education Access to 
Healthcare

Safe & Stable 
Housing

Stigma & 
Discrimination

Employment Supportive 
Family & 

Community

Finding ways to make sure people can access quality health services is important 
for the health of all people.

Around the World

#RockTheRibbonShow your Support for 
People Living with HIV



How YOU can prevent HIV transmission:

  HIV and AIDS 
     in Louisiana

It is estimated that 1 in 6 people living with HIV in Louisiana 
are undiagnosed and do not know their HIV status.

Use condoms correctly 
every time you have 
oral, anal, or vaginal sex.

If you are HIV-negative, ask 
your doctor about PrEP.  
The daily pill to prevent HIV.

Get tested and treated for 
other sexually transmitted 
diseases (STDs).  

Avoid sharing needles 
and other injecting 

equipment.

If you are living with HIV, 
take your HIV medicine 
to stay healthy & reduce 

the risk of passing HIV 
on to a partner.

Know your status and 
your partner's status.  

Get tested for HIV.

For more information on HIV and testing locations near you visit: lahhub.org

Among persons living with HIV in 2022...

70% were male2 in 3 were Black Over half were over 
45 years old

In 2022 there were 858 new HIV diagnoses in Louisiana.  

In 2022, there were 22,588 people living with HIV in Louisiana.  
Almost half of people living with HIV had a prior AIDS diagnosis.

Undetectable = Untransmittable
People with HIV who take their medications as 

prescribed and keep virally suppressed or undetectable 
 cannot pass HIV on to 

sex partners.  
U=U
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