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* A syphilis diagnosis with less than one year duration is considered to be “early syphilis.” This designation covers the 
primary, secondary, and early non-P&S stages of syphilis.   

 1 

Surveillance Summary 
 

Data in this report includes cases diagnosed with HIV, AIDS, or Early Syphilis 
 

 In 2018, Louisiana ranked 4th in the nation for HIV case rates (20.9 per 100,000 population) and 
12th in the estimated number of HIV cases. The Baton Rouge MSA ranked 3rd and the New Orleans 
MSA ranked 7th for HIV case rates (27.3 and 24.2 per 100,000, respectively), among the large 
metropolitan areas in the nation.  The preliminary CDC HIV Surveillance Report (vol. 30) was 
released in November 2019 and provided the 2018 AIDS rankings.  An updated CDC HIV 
Surveillance Report (vol. 31) was released in May 2020 and provided updated 2018 HIV rankings. 
 

 According to the same report, Louisiana ranked 4th highest in state AIDS case rates (9.1 per 
100,000) and 12th in the number of estimated AIDS cases in 2018. The New Orleans metropolitan 
area ranked 5th in AIDS case rates (12.9 per 100,000) and the Baton Rouge metropolitan area 
ranked 10th in AIDS case rates (9.4 per 100,000) in 2018 among the large metropolitan areas in 
the nation.    
 

 In 2018, Louisiana ranked 7th in the nation for primary and secondary (P&S) syphilis case rates 
(14.3 per 100,000 population) according to the 2018 CDC STD Surveillance Report. 
 

 As of June 30, 2020, a total of 22,401 persons were living with HIV (PLWH) in Louisiana; of these 
individuals, 11,217 persons (50%) have an AIDS diagnosis. 
 

 In 2019, 891 new HIV cases were diagnosed in Louisiana. Of these cases, 28% (n=253) occurred 
in Region 1 (New Orleans) and 21% (n=184) occurred in Region 2 (Baton Rouge). 

 

 As of June 30, 2020, a total of 724 persons were diagnosed with early syphilis* in Louisiana; 388 
persons were diagnosed with P&S syphilis, and 336 persons were diagnosed with early non-P&S 
syphilis. Of the total early syphilis cases, 39% (n=279) occurred in Region 1 (New Orleans) and 
9% (n=63) occurred in Region 2 (Baton Rouge).  

 

 The primary risk factor for new HIV diagnoses in Louisiana is gay, bisexual, and other men who 
have sex with men (GBM). In 2019, among persons who reported a risk factor, 56% reported being 
GBM, and an additional 2% reported being GBM and a person who injects drugs. As of June 30, 
2020, 45% of all people with a reported risk factor living with HIV in Louisiana were GBM. 
 

 The primary risk factor for early syphilis diagnoses in Louisiana is gay, bisexual, and other men 
who have sex with men (GBM).  As of June 30, 2020, of the persons who reported a risk factor, 
50% reported being GBM, and 48% reported engaging in heterosexual activity. Persons could 
report multiple risk factors for syphilis diagnoses. 
 

 In Louisiana, 76% of new HIV cases, 72% of new AIDS cases, and 74% of the early syphilis 
diagnoses were among men.  

 

 African Americans in Louisiana are experiencing a severe health disparity in regards to HIV and 
STDs.  In 2019, 66% of newly diagnosed HIV cases and 74% of newly diagnosed AIDS cases were 
among African Americans. As of June 30, 2020, 58% of early syphilis cases with a reported 
race/ethnicity were among African Americans. African Americans make up only 32% of Louisiana’s 
overall population. 

 

 A large percentage of new HIV and syphilis diagnoses occurred among adolescents and young 
adults. In 2019, 21% of all new HIV diagnoses occurred among persons 13-24 years old and an 
additional 37% occurred among persons 25-34 years old. As of June 30, 2020, 55% of all early 
syphilis diagnoses occurred among persons 13-29 years old and an additional 25% occurred 
among persons 30-39 years old. 
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Please note:  This report reflects only information reported to Louisiana’s HIV/AIDS and STD surveillance systems. 

Updates to HIV Transmission Category Nomenclature  
 
Starting in 2019, the Quarterly Report has updated HIV transmission category names using people first 
language.  Men who have sex with men (MSM) is now “Gay, bisexual, and other men who have sex with 
men” (GBM).  Injection drug use (IDU) is now “People who inject drugs” (PWID). 
 
Changes to Syphilis Case Definition 
 
The Quarterly Report includes revisions to the surveillance case definition for syphilis as approved by the 
Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE) effective January 1, 2018.  Of note, the 
nomenclature for “Early latent syphilis” has been changed to “Early non-primary non-secondary syphilis.”  
Throughout the Quarterly Report it has been abbreviated to “Early non-P&S syphilis.”  Please refer to the 
following documentation for additional information on all other syphilis case definition revisions: 
https://www.cdc.gov/std/stats/DCL-syph-case-def-sept-4-2017.pdf. 
 
 
New Quarterly Report Format: 
 
The format of the Quarterly Report has been redesigned starting Third Quarter 2017.  Besides for the 
removal of cumulative HIV/AIDS cases and cumulative HIV/AIDS deaths by state and region, the core 
content of the Quarterly Report remains the same with some new modifications described below. 
 
In efforts to more accurately present the data as it relates to gender identity, tables for persons living with 
HIV now include race/ethnicity and exposure category stratified by current gender identity (i.e. men, women, 
trans women, & trans men) rather than sex at birth.   
 
In addition, there are three new HIV/AIDS exposure categories: “Trans women- sex with men,” “Trans 
women- sex with men/injection drug user (IDU),” and “Female presumed heterosexual contact” (FPHC).  In 
previous versions of the Quarterly Report, trans women who indicated engaging in sex with men would 
have their HIV exposure classified as “Men who has sex with men” (MSM) or “MSM/IDU.”  The new 
exposure categories (“Trans women- sex with men” & “Trans women- sex with men/IDU”) acknowledge 
and highlight the differences in gender identity between gay and bisexual men versus trans women as well 
as strive to better describe the populations affected by HIV in Louisiana.    
 
In previous Quarterly Reports, a significant number of HIV-positive women who did not meet the stringent 
“high risk” criteria for “Heterosexual contact” were classified as “No identified risk.”  In an effort to better 
capture and present heterosexual transmission of HIV among women, the STD/HIV Program has used an 
algorithm from the Centers for Disease Control that re-categorizes many women formerly classified as “No 
identified risk” as now meeting the exposure criteria for FPHC.  The primary criteria for FPHC includes:  sex 
at birth is female, answered ‘yes’ to sex with men, answered ‘no’ to injection drug use, and has no other 
documentation that would suggest an alternative mode of HIV acquisition. 
 
Time Periods for this Quarterly Report (Second Quarter 2020 Report):  
Persons Living with HIV – As of June 30, 2020 
New HIV Diagnoses – Calendar Year 2019 (Updated from 1st Quarter Report)  
New AIDS Diagnoses – Calendar Year 2019 (Updated from 1st Quarter Report) 
New P&S Syphilis Diagnoses – January 1 to June 30, 2020 (First Half of 2020) 
Early non-P&S Syphilis Diagnoses – January 1 to June 30, 2020 (First Half of 2020) 
 
Future Quarterly Report: 
 
Third Quarter 2020 Report: Release in November 2020 
Persons Living with HIV- As of September 30, 2020 
HIV and AIDS Diagnoses- Calendar Year 2019 (Updated) 
P&S Syphilis Diagnoses- January 1 to September 30, 2020 (First Nine Months of 2020) 
Early non-P&S Syphilis Diagnoses- January 1 to September 30, 2020 (First Nine Months of 2020) 

https://www.cdc.gov/std/stats/DCL-syph-case-def-sept-4-2017.pdf
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In 2018, there were more than 

people living with HIV (PLWH) in
the United States. 

National Gay Men's
HIV/AIDS

Awareness Day
September 27th

#NGMHAAD

one million
Over half

of PLWH in the U.S.

are gay and bisexual men (GBM).

Data Source:  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

67%
of gay & bisexual
men living with

HIV in the United
States are

Virally Suppressed.

People with HIV who take their
medications as prescribed and keep
virally suppressed or undetectable  

cannot pass HIV on to
sex partners.  

#UequalsU
Undetectable = Untransmittable

In 2018 in the United States,

2 in 3 
new HIV
diagnoses
were among

gay & bisexual men.

Sexually active gay & bisexual men should get
tested for HIV at least once a year. Some
people may benefit from more frequent
testing every 3-6 months.

Use a condom correctly every time you have
sex to protect against HIV and other sexually
transmitted diseases.

If you are HIV negative, talk to your doctor
about PrEP.   A daily pill to prevent HIV.

                make up the majority of new HIV
diagnoses among gay & bisexual men.

Black and Hispanic/Latino
GBM

38%
Black

30%
Hispanic/Latino

26% White

6% Other



HIV Among
Gay & Bisexual

Men
in Louisiana

Almost half of people living
with HIV in Louisiana in 2019
were gay and bisexual men.

48%

1 in 3 were under 35 years-old.

Among gay & bisexual men living with HIV in Louisiana...

58% were Black, 35% were White.

70% are virally suppressed.

Over the past 10 years, the percentage of new
HIV diagnoses among gay & bisexual men has
increased from 47% in 2010 to 62% in 2019.

Among new
HIV diagnoses

in 2019
in Louisiana,

62% were gay
& bisexual

men and
an additional

4% were GBM
who inject

drugs. 

HIV diagnoses
among GBM were 

20-29 years-old.

1 in 3 3 in 5
HIV diagnoses

among GBM were 
Black.

For testing locations and more information on HIV & other sexually
transmitted diseases visit:

www.lahhub.org @lahealthhub

Sexually active gay & bisexual men should get
tested for HIV at least once a year.  Some
people may benefit from more frequent testing
every 3-6 months.

Use a condom correctly every time you have
sex to protect against HIV and other sexually
transmitted diseases.

If you are HIV negative, talk to your doctor
about PrEP.   A daily pill to prevent HIV.

Viral suppression is when a person has
very low levels of HIV in their blood. 

People who are virally suppressed
cannot pass HIV on to sex partners.
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