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Louisiana 
Opioid 
Surveillance 
Initiative

Located in the Office of Public Health, Bureau of 

Health Informatics

Mission: To assemble and analyze both new and 

existing data on the opioid epidemic in Louisiana 

that will provide education, inform prevention of 

disease and injury, and support intervention and 

treatment, all aimed at reducing the impact of 

opioid use disorder in the state. 

Establishing this program as the subject matter 

experts on opioid use disorder data statewide. 



Current 
Opioid 
Surveillance 
Activities

Report suspected drug overdoses from emergency 
department surveillance. 

Collaborate with coroners and toxicology labs to 
collect descriptions of drug overdose death 
circumstances.

Cover costs of comprehensive toxicology testing 
on behalf of 56 parish coroners. 

Continuation of health outcomes and healthcare 
utilization data on LODSS 
(https://lodss.ldh.la.gov) 
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2021 
National 
Data

CDC has reported a 14.9% increase in drug 

overdose deaths from 2020. 

 In 2021, more than 107,000 individuals died 

of a drug overdose in the US. 

An estimated 71,238 people died of 

overdoses from synthetic opioids, 23% over 

2020.

• https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/drug-overdose-data.htm

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/drug-overdose-data.htm


Provisional Counts of Drug Overdose Deaths
United States, 12 Month-ending April 2022

Source: National Center for Health Statistics. Provisional drug overdose death counts. 2022.



Number of Drug Overdose Deaths by Drug Type
United States, 12 Month-ending April 2022

Source: National Center for Health Statistics. Provisional drug overdose death counts. 2022.



Drug 
Poisoning 
Deaths by 
Type

Louisiana, 
2019-2021

Source: Louisiana Electronic Event Registration System, extracted 8/2022 by the 
Louisiana Opioid Surveillance Initiative
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Emergency Department Overdose Visits by Category
Louisiana, 2018-2021

Source: Louisiana Early Event Detection System, extracted 8/2022 by the Louisiana Opioid 
Surveillance Initiative
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Top Five 
Prescriptions 
in Louisiana 
PMP by 
Generic 
Name and 
Type,
2021

Drug Generic Name Drug Type
Number of 

Prescriptions
Percent of Total

Hydrocodone Opioid 1,570,859 13.4%

Gabapentin
Anticonvulsant/ 
Nerve pain

1,433,925 12.3%

Dextroamphetamine Stimulant 1,150,506 9.9%

Alprazolam Benzodiazepine 914,797 7.8%

Tramadol Opioid 654,083 5.6%

Other Controlled Substances 5,949,248 51%

Total Prescriptions 11,673,418 100.0%
Source: Louisiana Prescription Monitoring Program, Louisiana Board of Pharmacy. 

Retrieved 9/01/2022 by the Louisiana Opioid Surveillance Initiative 



Total opioid 
prescriptions 
per 100 
Residents

Louisiana, 
2014 – 2021

Source: Louisiana Prescription Monitoring Program, Louisiana Board of Pharmacy, extracted 

08/2022 by the Louisiana Opioid Surveillance Initiative
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The graph has been magnified to 60-120 to better display the trend. 

*This graph is updated from the version 
printed in the agenda books but is correct 
online. 



Rates of Drug 

Poisoning 

Deaths per 

100,000 

Residents by 

Race by Year

Louisiana, 

2019-2021

Source: Louisiana Electronic Event Registration System, extracted 9/2022 by the Louisiana Opioid Surveillance Initiative



Rates of Opioid 

Poisoning 

Deaths per 

100,000 

Residents by 

Race by Year

Louisiana, 2019-

2021

Source: Louisiana Electronic Event Registration System, extracted 9/2022 by the Louisiana Opioid Surveillance Initiative



Rates of 

Synthetic 

Opioid 

Poisoning 

Deaths per 

100,000 

Residents by 

Race by Year

Louisiana, 2019-

2021
Source: Louisiana Electronic Event Registration System, extracted 9/2022 by the Louisiana Opioid Surveillance Initiative



Rates of 

Stimulant 

Poisoning 

Deaths per 

100,000 

Residents by 

Race by Year

Louisiana, 2019-

2021

Source: Louisiana Electronic Event Registration System, extracted 9/2022 by the Louisiana Opioid Surveillance Initiative



WHY HAS THIS HAPPENED?



Seized Items 
Testing 
Positive for 
the Presence 
of Fentanyl

Louisiana
2009-2021

Source: Louisiana State Police Crime Laboratory
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National 
Forensic 
Laboratory 
Information 
System (NFLIS) 
Drug Chemistry 
Analysis

Louisiana, 2021

2013, n = 4,447

2021, n = 5,515

Source: National Forensic Laboratory Information System, extracted 9/2022 by the Louisiana Opioid Surveillance Initiative



https://lodss.ldh.la.gov



THANK YOU!
Lee Mendoza, Ph.D.

Director

OPH Bureau of Health Informatics

healthinformatics@la.gov

(225) 342-4901

Contributors/Epidemiologists: Tranettea Williams, MPH, Anne-Sophie Lasley, 

MPH, Melinda Williams, MPH, Nell Wilson, MPA, Katie Chapman, RN, and Arun 

Adhikari, Ph.D.
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